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To   the     QUEEN. 


I 


Prefume  to  addrefs  this  diminutivar 
work  to  yo"r  Majefty,  from  my  belief  of 
your  being  a  go  d  mother  ;  and  though  I 
bear  all  pofiible  refpeft  and  loyalty  to 
your  chara&eras  my  Queen,  I  ftill  more 
honour  and  efleem  you  for  thofe  private 
and  dorneftic  virtues,  which  will  enfure 
you  a  crown  incorruptible  of  never-fading 
glory.  With  fervent  prayers  for  your  hap* 
pinefs, 

Iain  your  Majefty's  dutiful  Subjec^ 
THE    AUTHOR* 
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Addr*fs  to  Parents. 


T  is  to  be  pre fumed,  no  attentive  pa- 
rents wilt  put  a  book  into  the  hands  «f 
their  children,  till  they  have  judged  of  its 
£tnefs,  by  firft  reviewing  it  themfelves. 
I  (hall,  I  truft,  engage  their  notice  for  a 
moment,  and  they  will  not  perhaps  de- 
fpife  advice,  though  offered  by  the  weak 
efforts  of  a  feeble  pen.  We  will  not  be- 
fiow  a  thought  upon  the  idle,  the  diffipa-r 
ted,  the  unfeeling;  carelefs  mother— ^-from 
fuch  we  turn  difgufted  !  But,  ye  refpe&ed, 
pious,  fond,  and  anxious  parents  ;  vc 
vvhofe  hearts  are  bur  fling  tor  your  chil« 
dren's  welfare,  ye  will  conftnt  to  be  ex- 
horted 


BfrVfea  no't:fo  defer,  bcyona  the  firft  iflfl 
early" dawnTof  reafon,  the  bufir.efs  of  in- 
ilru£Hon  and  improvement.  It  is  lefs 
difficult  to  prevent  ill  habits  than  to  con- 
quer them  after  they  have  eftablifhed 
their  dominion.  Negle£t  not  then  for  A 
moment  to  fix  in  the  infant  breaft,  that 
fure  and  ftrong.  foundation x>f  every  folit) 
virtue,  EARLY  PIETY  \  fc jhtll you  Jtt 
fvur.fsns  grew  up  as  the  young  -plant s%  and 
your -daughters  as  ttit  pahjlied  corner*  of 
the  temple.  ~ 

if  in  the  following  facls  one  trfcful  hint 
can  be  found,  my  purpofe  is  fully  anfwcr- 
ed,  arrd  tny  trouble  amply  reco'mpenfed  ; 

. 

**  For  from  the  moft  minute  and   mean* 
^"A  virtuous  mind  will  morals  fJean." 

-  - 
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Women,  fa\*s  St.  Paul,  cnfjre  tbeir- 

the  care.thcy.'take  to  educate  their  Children.- 


AN  one  of  the  weilern  counties 
of  England  lived  Mr.  Sinclair, 
where  his  family  had  long  poflef- 
fed  confiderable  eftates.  He  had 
been  fome  time  united  To  an  ami* 
able  woman,  without  having  been 

biefl 


, 

•;  -  -  -       .  .  - 

Weft  with  children,  .and  detcrmi* 
ned,  therefore,  to  educate  as  his 

rheir  theyoungefi  Ton  of  his  filler, 
Whp  was  married  to  a  gentleman 
of  large .  property,,  in  the  fame 
county,  of  the  name  of  Clairville. 
Befides  Mr.  Sinclair's  wifh  for 

-an  adopted  heir,  he  hoped  to  fave*, 
at  lead,  .one  of  his  nephews,  frc^ 

-the  neglecl  he  forefaw  ..-would 
take  place  in  thqir  education  at 
home.  Mrs.  Clairville  \vas  too  fine 
a  lady ,  and  too  much  taken  up  with 
Lerfeif  and  falhipnable.  amufc- 
juents,  to  fpare  any  time  upon 
her  children  ;  and  Mr.  Clairville 
had  money  for  every  expence  but 

their 
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their  education,  George  ami. 
Harry  Clairville  were  both  hw'dt 
fome,  well  formed  boys,  though 
as  different  in  perfon,  as  in  manT 
ners;  George,  the  eldeft,  was  by 
all  his  Mamma's  vifitors,  mpft  ta- 
ken  notice  of,  as  ajine  boy*  which 
is  the  ufaal  compliment  paid  to 
Jize  in  children ;  and,  if  indeed 
worth  is  to  be  eftimated  by  the 
quantity  t)f  flefh;  George  Chir- 
yille  without  doubt,  merited. the 
praife5as  lie -was  very  fat  and  large 
for  his  age,  with  a  round  ruddy 
couatenaiice,  and  bold  addieis. 

Jiarry,  his  brother,  on  the  ccn- 

-  ' '  •       ' 

Jiary,  was  pale,  thin,  and  delicate. 


[       10       ]- 

poiTeffmg  that  ihynefs  which  evef ; 
accompanies  true  merit.     He  of- 
ten cfcaped  notice,  or  if  fpokeft.^ 
to*  at  all,  it  was  by  the  humiliating 
appellation    of   poor  fellow  ;  fdj^ 
abfurd,  and  unjuft,  is    the   indif- 
criminate  praile  of  common  ob- 
fervers.     Mr.  Sinclair  ^afily  pre-..^, 
vailed  upon  his  fitter  to  refigou  i 
Harry/ at  an  early  age,  entirely 
to  his  care  ;  and  from  that,  period 
dedicated  the   principal   part  of 
his' thoughts  and  time  to  the  per-     . 
forrnance  of  the  duty  he  had  im- 
pofed  upon  himfelf — the  proper 
education    of  his  nephew;  and 

his  intentions  were  fully  affifled 

, 
by 


;         t  -  ]' 

bf  TGs  lady.     Both  Mr.  and  Mrs,  I 
Sinclair  had   thcmfelves  a  pro- 
per* Terife  of  religion,  and  were, 
therefore,  'well  qualified  to    inftil 
.the   beft    principles    into     their 
adapted  child;   to   inftruft  and 
improve  him  became  their  chief" 
delight;  an  d  to  do  Harry  jufticeji,.. 
it  rriuff  be  acknowledged,  he  was 
eadfer  for  inftrd£tion.  He  was  na-  - 
turallygood  tempered  and  fenfi-- 
ble  ;'   to    cultivate   that    under-* 
Handing  which  nature  had  giveir 
him;  was  the  determined  purpofe 
of  life  kirtd  relations.  They  were 
frotA   the   benevolence  of  their 


their 
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tireir  charge  ;  but  it  was  not  thai 
weak  mifguided  indulgence  that 
deforms  a  human  creature  into  a 
brute.  A  boy  unfitly  humoured 
or  neglefted,  becomes  a  bear/who 

runs   wild  about  your  houfe,   to 
"-*-***-•  •  | 

the  torment  of  others,  and   the 
.xpin.  of  himfelf. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sinclair,  in  their 
own  habits,  held  forth  a  bright 
example  of  proper  conduct  to 
their  pupil  ;  they  accuftomefl 
him  to  early  hours,  and  plain 
food  ;  they  were,  however,  (ocial 
and  cheerful,  and  promoted  at 
all  times  elegant  amufemems; 
but,  as  they  were  highly  pplifhed 

fo 
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jn  their  manners,  they  were  mc£ 

in  the  choice  of  their  company, 
(and  they  never  fuffered  their  a- 
mufements  to  interfere  with  theii: 
attention  totheferious  and  im- 
portant duty  they  had  underta- 
ken—that  of  forming  the  human 
mind  to  the  beft  purpofes  ot  its 
creator  ;— a  duty  too  lightly  con- 
fidered  by  Tome  parents,  and  to- 
.  tally  neglefted  by  others,  Harry 
foon  difcovered  a  capacity  and 
talents  which  gave  the  mod  flat- 
tering hopes  that  they  had  only 
need  of  diligent  cultivation.  The 
(  firft  book  that  was  given  to  Har- 
c  fy^  after  he  had  been  taught  his 

letters, 
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tetters,  was  Mrs.  Barbauld's,witJ| 
which  fas  foon  as  he  could  read 
iO  he  was  highly  pleafed  ;  as  irn- 
deed,  who  is  not?  He  daily 
learnt  by  heart,  one  of  thofe 
beautiful  hymns,  written  by 
Dr.  Watts,  of  pious  memory  ;  he 
repeated  numberlefs  things  in 
an  emphatic  (tile,  particular* 
ly  an  extraft  from  the  admira- 
ble fermons  of  Dr.  Blair,  which 
I  cannot  help  giving  my  readers, 
in  hopes  they  will  feel  the  force 
of  it  as  Harry  did,  and  aft  ac- 
cording to  its  ditiates.  Truth 
cannot  be  exprefifed  in  better  or 
ftroBger  language, 

"  Let 
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"  Let  not  the  feafonof  youth, 
*f  be  barren  of  improvement,  fo 
w  effemial  to  your  felicity  and 
'*  honour.  Your  charafter  is 
*  now  of  your  own  forming  ;, 
"  your  fate  is,  in  fom^  meafure,, 
w  put  into  your  own  hands*, 

**  Your  nature  is  as  yet  pliant 
'     , 

"  and  foft.  Habits,  have  not  ef- 
"  tablifhed  their  dominion^ ;  pre-j 
^  judices  have  not  pre-occupied, 
"  your  underflanding;  the  world 
v..shas  not  had  time  to  contrail 
^  ,an4  debafe  .your  aflfeclions  ; 
cfc:  all  your  powers  are  more  vir 
"^Qrous,  difembarraffpd,.,  and. 
*J  free,  than  they  will  be  at  any 

"  fiiture 

<  • 


*  future  period.  Whatever  ihu, 
"  pulfe  you  now  give  to  your 
"  defires  and  paffions,  the  direc- 
"  tion  is  likely  to  continue  ;  it 
"  \vill  form  the  channel  in  which 
"  your  life  is  to  run  ;  nay,  it 
44  may  determine  an  everlafting 
"  ifliie.  Confider  then  the  cm-. 
"  ployment  of  this  important 
"  period,  as  the  higheft  truft 
M  which  (hall  ever  be  committed 
"  to  ycu,  as  in  a  great  meafure 
•f  drc-ifivfc  of  your  happinefs,  in 
'*  time  and  in  eternity.  As  in 
"  the  fucccflion  of  the  feafons, 
"  each,  by  the  invariable  laws  of 
c<  nature,  afiecls.; the jprpduflipn.4 

•'of 
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*  of  what 'is  'next  in  courfe  -Itr, 
ff  in  human  life,  every  period  df 
'*  our  age,  according  as  it  is  well 
"  or    ill    fpent,     influences   the 
"  happinefs  of  that  which  is  to 
"  follow.     Virtuous  youth  gra- 
<c  dually  brings   forward   accom- 
tf  plifhed   and  flourifhing    rriari- 

*  hood  ;   and Tuch  manhood  paf- 
te  fes  of  itfelf,  without  uneafinefs, 
'*  into   refpeftable  and   tranquil 
<c  old  age.     But  \vhen  nature   i^ 
"  turned    out    of    its*    regulcif 
«  courfe,  diforder  takes  place  in 
^  the  moral,  juft  as  in  the  Vege- 
*<'  table  world.    If  the  rpring  puts 

*r forth  no  i!'ofrarn^4n,thefum- 
• 

"  mer 
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**  mer  there  \vill  be^  no  beauty 
/•'  and  in  autumn  -no  fruit :  fo,  if 
.*  youth  be. trifled  away  without 
"  improvement,  manhood  will  be 
"  contemptible,  and  old  age  mi* 
•<  ferable." 

Harry  .was  foon  perfecl  maf- 
ter  of  his  Catechifm,  and  was  ne- 
ver differed  to  go  to  bed  or  to 
jbreak|aft|  without  having  firft 
faid  Ins  prayers.  He  very  foon 
jearnt  that  "God  alone  could  pro- 
left  liim  from  the  perils  of  the 
night,  or  guide  him  with  his 

grace,  through  the  duties  of  the 

•  ,  •  '  i  •  i  •  •  r  ••  j* 
day ;  thus,  in  his  iniant  mmd, 

was  laid  that  foundation  EARLY 

PIETY, 
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PIETY,  from  which  rock  there 
is  no  falling.  Due  attention  was 
alfo  paid  to  his  health  and 
growth  ;  at  proper  times,  after 
his  {Indies,  he  daily  mounted  his 
horfe,  and  rode  upon  the  lawn 
before  the  houfe,  till  the  bell  rang 
for  dinner.  A  defcription  of  his 
favourite  fleed>  may  not  be  difa^ 
greeable  to  my  readers  ;  he  was 
of  no  common  mould  ;  he  pof- 
Felted  none  of  the  vices  or  difea* 
fes  incident  to  that  race'df  '  ani*- 
inals  ;  he  fcorned  the  grofs  qua- 
lities that  belong  to  flefh  and 
blood ;  he  was  ilim,  and  deli- 
lately  conftru&ed  i  but,  beyond 
B  a  doubt. 
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a  dbuht,  the  fafeft  nag  a  man  .of 
Harry's  age  could  ride  ;  his  bodjp 
being  cane,  and  his  head  gold^ 
\vith  a  bridle  of  Elk  ;  for,  to  con- 
fefs  the  truth,  this  much  admired 
'nag  of  our  hero's,  \vas  no  othei 
'than  his  uncle's  walking  flick. 

o 

which  Harry  daily  mounted,  witfo 
as  much  glee  and  pride,  and  with 
a  great  deal  more  fafety  and  pru-r 
dence,  than  the  wife  heroes  oi 
the  turf  do  their  .prancing  fleeds 
of  existed  pedigree.  Nor  could 
any  of  their  gro'oms  be  more  at- 
tached to,  or  more  careful  of  their 
jcourfers  than  Harry  Clairyille 
was.  of  his  flcady  Palfrey  ;  after 

« 
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it  had  carried  him  fafely,  (and  it 
never  fell  with  him,  for  he  was 
too  good  and  too  merciful  to  ride 
hard]  it  was  his  conftant  pra&ice 
to  put  it  up  in  what  he  called  its 
flable  ;  namely,  a  fnug  corner  in 
his  uncle's  library.  He  never 
was  carelefs  in  any  thing,  nor  did 
he  leave  it  out,  as 'Tome-  boys 
would  have  done,  to  ftray,  or 
xvliat  was  more  likely,  to  be  fto- 
len.  In  bad  or  wet  weather,  he 
Found  amufemeiit  in  a  little  ftudy, 
\vhicli  had  been  fitted  up  for 
him,  by  his  ow-n  directions,  and 
furnilhed  according  to  his  own 
tafle.  Befidek  well  choien  booksf 
B  2  if 
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it.  contained  diiMicd  maps  o£ 
every  description,  hiftorical  and 
religious.  He  had,  in  his  apart- 
jbenu  alfo,  recefTes  for  every  fort 
of  toy  .for  fport  or  exercife^; 
tops,,  marbles,  balls;  .bats,  &c. 
though  he -was  not  fond  of  crick* 
et,  a  little  friend  of  ;his  having  re--. 
ceived.ablow.on  his  eye,  with  a 
picket  ball  ;.  fbntheTarfle  reafon,  - 
he  \Vas  careful  not  to  ufe  his  bow 
and  arrow/  except  to:iht>ot  at  a 
target'^lie-n  :any  of  h'is  - compaf*" 
nions^x're.  with  hiin^'Cand  he  had 
a;gr£at  ;rnariy  A?ifitofrs,'for 
;body  ;  laved  his  ^company) 
any  of,, them,  fliould.  be  hurt.  It 

mud 


teuft  not  be  imagined  from 
that  Harry  was  toa  timid  ;  he 
was  only  fearful  where  he  could 
hurt  or  offend  :  1\  here  lie  could 
proteftor  defend^. lie ^vas \-bravc, 
man! y>  and  fpirited.  to'  the  higheft 
degree,  beyond  his  years.  ..  That 
he  had  a  benevolent,  generous 
difpofnion,  was  very  Toon  jdifco- 
vered,  whilftr  he  was  yet  .very 
young :  He  furprifed  Mrs.  Clair- 
yille,  one  morning,  as  ihe  was 
fitting  at  her-  dreffing  room,  win- 
dow, by,  rimning  acrofs  the 
lawn^  naked,  except  his;  Ihirt; 
She  flew  to  meet  him,  fuppofing 
feme  thief  fead  got  into  the  garx 

den, 
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and  robbed  him  of  his 
cloaths  ;  before  flie  could  ex^ 
prefs  her  agony  at  fuch  an  ap- 
prehenfion,  he  burftinto  a  fit  of 
laughing  at  himfelf,  faying, "  How 
odd  I  look!  don't  I  look  very 
comical  ?"  "  Odd,  indeed,  my- 
dear  child,  what  has  happened  to 
you  ?*  "  Nothing  at  all,  aunt/ 
only  poor  Tommy  Jenkins  had" 
got  fuch  a  dirty,  ragged  coat  on/ 
I  would  make  him  take  mine  ;  fo 
pra\  fend  him  my  (hirt,  for  you' 
know  I  would  not  come  in  quue% 
naked.31  Mrs.  Clairville's  eye«f  . 
gliftenecT  with  delight  at  this 
tranfeftidh,  and,  as  foon  as  (he 

had 


had  taken  care  to  -h^e  jljter-  ne- 
phew-_dreft,  (he,  with  pleafurej 
(obeyed  his  withes,  and  difpatch- 
ed  her  fervant  with  a  {hirt  to 
Tom  Jenkins,  fuitable  to  the 
cloaths  he  now  had  got  poflef- 
.fiq.n  of  by  Harry's  benevolence. 
Tom  was  not  unworthy,  as  wi|l 
appear  hereafter,  of  the  favour 
jfhevyn  him  ;  from  this  event,  he 
became  a  favourite  in  the  family.. 
Harry  had  {hewn  much  judg- 
ment, in  choofing  this  little  pea- 
fant,  above  all  others,  for  the  pb- 
j^6l  of  his  bounty.  His  parents 
were  honeft,  induftripus  people, 
vyid  had  kept  their  fon  conftantly 

-  fy  \ «.' 
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at  fchool,  and  made  him  go  re- 
gularly to  church.  Mr.  Sinclair 
fupported  at  his  own  expence,  a 
Sunday  School,  and  lionefl  Tom 
\vas  the  matter's  favourite  fcho- 
lar,  on  account  of  his  attention 
to  his  learning,  and  his  obedi- 
ence at  all  times,  to  the  advice 
that  was  given  him. 

Though  we  quit  the  houfe  of 
Sinclair  with  regret*  it  is  time  to 
turn  our  eyes  to  what  George  is 
doing.  We  feel  no  pain  in  leav- 
ing our  favourite  Harry,  who  is 
ptirfui'rig  the  path  that  leads  to 
righteoufnefs,  and  have  no  doubt 
of  finding  him  much  improved 
at  8&V  return. 

CHAP- 


- 

6    *>IT*. 

CHAPTER    If. 

'     • 

As  righteoufnefs  tendeth  to  life,  fo.  he  that  par- 
fueth  evil  purtueth  it   to   his   own  death.—"' 
^Proverbs,  ehap.  xi.  vr r.  19. 

«'-  •;  '••     -  " 

MRS.  Clairville,  unhappily 
for  her  fon,  had  not  herfelf  beer^. 
properly  educated.  She  ppflef- 
fednone  of  thofe  elegant  accom  -. 
pllfliments,  thofe  various  rclburv 

....          r   ^  r  -i 

ces  within    herlelf,     that   caula. 

make  a  retired  country  life    l 
E  -    -•      ii  rT  y  ..        7 
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faftt,  or  even  fupportable  to  her. 
'She  had  no  knowledge  of  mufic9 
no  (kill  in%drawing,  and  very  lit- 
tle tafle  for  reading  or  \vorking. 
Mr.  Clairville,  who  had  more 
fenfe  and  information,  found   in 
his  \vife,  from  the  deficiency  in 
her  attainments,  a  very  unconge- 
nial   companion  ;    therefore,    to 
avoid  the    languor   of  a  family 
party,  in   fuch  a  cafe,  but   too 
readily  fell  into  thofe  habits,   in 
•which  flie  delighted  to   pafs  her 
time,  namely,  in  public  places  of 
smufement,    balls,  routs,    cards, 
&c.     To  obtain  thefe.  except  a 
'  very   few  months,  when  fafbion 
compelled 
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compelled  them  to  go  to  their 
country  houfe,  they  lived  in  Lon- 
don ;  where  the  morning  (if  it 
can  be  called  morning)  is  paffed 
i  i  plans  of  drefs  and  amufement 
for  the  evening.  The  important 
and  delightfultaflc,  to  "  rear 'the 
tender  thought/'  to  improve  and 
obferve  the  opening  mind  of  her 
infant  fon,  was  no  part  of  Mrs. 
Ciairville's  employment.  He 
was  placed  in  the  higheft  part 
;of  the  houfe,  left  his  infantine 
fports  fhould  difturb  his  mother, 
•or  her  company  ;  and  if,  by  any 
chance,  he  was  permitted  to 
'make  his  appearance,  he  wa;s  let 

to 

>- 
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in  much  in  the  ftile  of  a  New- 
foundland puppy,  and  general- 
ly treated  as  fuch  ;  for  he  was 
very  foon  thought  noify  and 
troublefdme,  and  after  he  had 
rumbled  about  for  fome  time, 
r;0t  correfted,  howled,  and  was 
then -turned  out.  Thus  paffed, 
in  total  negleft,  the  firft  feven 
vears  of  this  -unhappy  boy's  life  ; 
•v,  ithput  one  kind  friend  to  <;  pour 
•ihe  frefh  inftrufiion  o'er  the 
mind,"  no  tender  parent,  with 
unxious  care,  to  fix  the  "  pious 
purpofeinhis  foul"  or  guide  his 
infant  fleps  aright.  Servants 
\vere  his  chief,  indeed-,  his  oiuy 
companions. 
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DeRruftive  afio- 
clates  !•  No  wonder  his  expref- 
Sons  avere  grofs,  his  ideas,  mcaa 
and  fordid.  As  -his  attendants 
were  too- indolent  and  too  igno- 
rant, or  perhaps  had  oo  direction 
to  contr6uHiim,he  became  tur- 
bulent, arrogant,  and  overbear- 
ing. From  the  nurfery  hp  de- 
fcended  to  the  /tables,  -  where 
grooms  and  helpers  gave  zjini/Ii 
to  an  education  fo  prof  per  oujly 
begun;  -He  -.was  frequently  left 
in  the  country,  for  fear  town 
air  fhould:injure  his  health;  this, 
at  leaft,  was  the  affeftionate  ex~ 
xCufehis  mother  found  for  not 

feeing 


being  troubled  or  interrupted  by. 
his  company;  the  fervant.  whofe 
particular  bufinefs  it  was  to  attend 
him,  found  it  convenient  to  con- 
fider  him  now  at  an  age  to  take 
care  of  himfelf,  and  permitted 
him  to  be  alone  in  the  p!ea- 
fure  ground,  making  him  how- 
ever promife  he  would  neither 
eat  fruit  or  climb  trees  ;  but  as 
he  had  never  been  taught  the  ne- 
CeTTity  of  truth,  or  the  dishonour 
of  a  lie,  he  made  no  fcruple  to 
forfeit  his  word  ;  and  it  was  his 
conftant  cuftom  to  indulge  in 
both  thefe  habits  as  appetite  or 
fancy  led  him.  God,  however,- 

who- 
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abhors  a  liar,  feverely  pil* 
nifhed  him  for  his  breach  of  pro- 
mife.  He  one  day  climbed  a 
tree  for  the  cruel  purpofe  of 
taking  a  bird's  neft,  and  as  he 
\vas  returning  with  the  nefl  in  one 
hand,  the  other  flipped  from  the 
branch  he  held,  and  down  al- 
jnoft  from  the  top  of  the  tree,  he 
fell,  and  Chattered  one  of  his 
legs  in  a  miferable  manner,  both 
bones  being  broken.  His  fcreams 
brought  the  fervants  to  his  af- 
fiflance,  who  could  not  pity  the 
fufferings  he  had  fo  defervedly 
brought  upon  himfelf  by  the  for- 
feiture of  his  word.  Proper  care 

was 
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Was  taken  of  him,  and  an  exprefs 
.  fent  to  letch  his  mother,  \vhofe 
regret  for  her  fon's  misfortune 
was  greatly  encreafed  by  her 
being  obliged  to  give  up  Rane* 
lagh  for  that  evening,  and  in  de- 
cency Fet  off'  immediately  for  her 
country  feat.  Mr.  Clairville, 
though  {hocked  at  the  caufe,\vas 
not  fo  unwilling  as  his  wife  to 
leave  London.  They  found 
George,  in  a  flate  truly  diflref. 
fmg.  Not  being  accuftomed  to 
any  reftraint,  he  \vas  impatient 
and  ungovernable;  '  he  could 
not  bear  the  confinement  that 
was  necefiary  to  rcftore  his 

limb  > 
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ftmb;  he  refilled  to  take,  any 
medicine,  and  by  his  obftinacy 
greatly  encreafed  his  malady,  and 
in  a  few  days  he  had  a.  fever  that 
endangered  his  life.  His  pa- 
rents, particularly  his  father,  be- 
^gan  nov,  for  the  firft  .time,  to 
reflect  upon  their  conduft,  ,and 
to  reproach  themfelves  for 
their  negleft  of  his  education; 
and  determined,  if  God  fhoujd 
be  pleafed  to  permit  him  life; 
they  would  fend  him,  as  fooa 
as  he  recovered,  to  fchool.  Ic 
was  indeed  full  time,  or  rather; 
five  years  top  late. 

•     .   i     •'-'      j 

CHAP, 


CHAPTER    II!, 


I  have  taught  thee  in  the  way  of  \vifdorn,  1 
have  led  thee  in  right  paths. — Proverb.^ 
chap.  iv.  ver.  n. 

W  E  have  not  any  affe&iori 
for  this  headftrong  boy  ;  we  will 
not  fet  by  his  bedfide  all  the  time 
of  his  confinement,  but  conduft 
our  readers  to  the  abode  of  his 
brother,  where  upon  the  fame 
day  that  George  broke  his  leg, 

there 
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there  was  a  fcene  of  confufiorx 
and  diflrefs  from  a  very  different 
caule'.  When  the  dinner  bell 
rang,  and  Mrs.  Sinclair  expefted 
Harry  to  make  his  appearance, 
as  nfual,  at  the  found,  the  fervants 
came  in,  pale  and  agitated,  defi- 
ring  their,  mafler  and  miflrefs  not 
to  be  alarmed,  but  that  they  had 
fearched  every  place  in  the 
houfe  and  garden,  and  Mafler 
Clairville  was  no  where  to  be 
found.  "  Not  to/be  found  !"  ex- 
claimed his  uncle  and  aunt,  both 
in  a  breath,  "  How  dare  you 
bring  me  fuch  cruel  intelligence  ! 
Py  this  inflant  every  one  of  you, 

i  -rr  ' 

different 


ways,  to  feek  him.    Not. 
to  be  found  !  it  cannot,  rrmft  rot; 
be!"    Away  flew    the  fervants,; 
joftling  and  tumbling  over  one 
another, 'to  (hew  their  readinefs^ 
to  obey  tlie ^agonizing  and  impa- 
tient command  of    their   mailer 
and  miflrvefs,  tliough,  to   fay  the 
tnuh,  they  had  fearched  diligent—1 
ly  arjd  wkh  real   anxiety-  before. 
There  was  not  one  of  them,  that 
did  nordoat  upon  their  young 
mafter  ;  he  was  kind  and  civil  to 
|hem,  but  never  familiar, pi;  con-4 
verfed  with  them  :  they  therefore ' 
loved  and  refpefted  1  in.     After 
they  had  .a  fecond  time  examined 


a  3$:  r 

tbe^  tioufe,:  garden,  ~grmi-i:ou!r, 
hfctiioufe^pleafure  ground*  fiirub-' 
bery^x&cl  in;vain,  they  reCoHetl- ' 
ed>  that  fometimes  he  1  trolled  into 
tlih .viikage  ~  for  there -v/ere   but 
few-  houles,  and    the  inliabitanu* 
v\jere  honed,    clean,    indtiikious 
people,  fupported  chiefly  b,y  the^  t 
bounty  of  their  fquijre.     Harryjui 
was  frequently, , the  happy  agent^J 
of  i  Various;  gifts  to  them ;  indeed, 
\vhenhe  had  any  money  of  hi*   ; 
QMfn,  his  ifirfl  wilh  was  to  carry  it'  ' 
to  Goqdy  Jenkins,  mother  to  his* 
favourite  Tom.     To  every  cot- 
tage in  the  village  they  ran  \vitk-  "* 
anxious  fpeed,    and  every    foul 
»   '  within 
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\vithin  them  f that  was  not  crip- 
pled '  joined  in  the  fearch,  with 
heavy  hearts  and  ftreaming  eyes, 
But  who  will  defcribc  the  date 
of  mind  of  his  uncle  and  aunt, 
during  this  interval,  or  their  dif- 
tratlion,  when  all  hope  \vas  fled 
by  tie  return  of  this  groupe  of 
fervants  and  villagers,  without 
{uccefs.  Where  could  he  be? 
there  was  no  water  near,  and  if 
there  had  been,  Harry,  now  eight 
years  old,  had  too  much  fenfe 
not  to  know  the  danger  of  wa- 
ter; yetflill,  where  can  he  be  ? 
(enquired  each  eagerly  of  the 
,  thpugh  each  ^sas  fure,  nei- 
ther 
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tKer  knew.     Oh  fad  !    The   dirr* 
ner  remained  untouched    upon 
the  table  ;    Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sinclair 
fatpenfive  and  filent,  benumbed 
with  grief.     The  numerous   at- 
tendants, who    crouded     round  : 
tq  comfort,  dr  to  receive,  further  • 
orders,  were  not    Co   dumb    in  : 
their    forrow:     each    recounted 
fome  beauty,  or  fome  virtue,  that 
their  dear,  fweet,   young  mafler  - 
poflefled ;      each      remembered  - 
fomething  that  he  had  faid     cr   • 
done.     The   honeft  old   coach- 
-man  recolle6led  how   often    he  -. 
ufed  to   call  out   of  the  coach 
window  to  him  not  to  whip  the 

poor 
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poor  horfes.  Sweet  foul !  he 
<  could  not  bear  any  poor  beafl 
fhouldbe  hurt.-— The  butler  de^- 
clared,  it  was  but  two  o'clock 
wrhen  he  pafTed  him  in  the  paf- 
_fagc,  and  faid,  as  ufual,  "  How 
do  you  do,  James  ?"  for  he  ne- 
ver was  above  fpeaking  to  any 
one.  The  houfekeeper,  the  wor- 
thy Mrs.  Steady,  when  (lie  could 
articulate,  which  (he  hardly  coufd 
for  weeping,  fobbed  out,  that  he 
could  not  have  been  loft  long, 
for  at  three  o'clock  he  came  to 
fee  if  (he  had  fed  his  parrot,  that 
hung  in  her  room  :  She  (hould 
have  been  happy,  if  he  had  flald 
•o-:-  and 


.  ftnd  cat  fome  jelly  that  flie  was* 
.  making,  but,  God  blefs  him,  fee 
would  never  ftop  a  minute :  but 
now,  fhe  (hould  never  fee  him 
again,  or  know  another  happy 
hour. 

'The  difcourfe  of  thefe  good 
folks,  though  fmcere  and  well 
meant,  added  to  the  deep  forrow 
of  the  dear  child's  affe&ionate 
relations  ;  and  Mrs.  Sinclair  had 
juft  raifed  her  head  from  her 
hand  to  thank  them  for  their 
kind  concern,  and  to  beg  them 
to  retire,  when  (he  perceived  lit-* 
tie  Jenkins  running  out  of  breath, 
who,  finding  all  the  doors  open, 
E  purfued 


purfued  his  way  without  ceremo^ 
ryinto  the  dining  parlour,  where 
the  family  ^ere  all  affembled, 
fcrearaing  out,  all  the  way  he 
came,  "  Pray  come,  come  di- 
reftly,  and  fetch  Matter  Harry 
down.'*  In  an  inftant  Tom  wis 
fo  furrounded,  and  had  fo  many 
queftions,  from  fo  many  lips  put 
to  him  at  the  fame  time,  that  not 
knowing  who  to  anfwer  fir  ft,  he 
flared,  without  uttering  a  word. 
Mr.  Sinclair,  at  laft,  fuppreflfed 
the  inqtiifitive  impatient  tumult^ 
by  commanding  filence,  and  in- 
fifting  upon  a  clear  anfwer  to  the 
queftion,  "  where  is  our  dear 

child  r 


I    45    .3 
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child?''  —  Tbm  who"  was  as  &^- 
ioivrto  inform  him  as  hdvV, 


know,  took  Mr.  SincLir  by  t;?c* 
dirt  c!  his  ib.it.  and  ftill  cut  bf 
breath,  foul  4<Ifyou  cames  ;<lo:% 
witlv  .1,  Til  ihcw  };ou,  Icr  I- 
canncr,  come,  -  lie  can:ibt~'-.get 
dovrn,  if  you,  or  fcxTie  of.  you, 
dcesVit  come  to  hck>'em.  You 

9 

mult  come  over  yon  cop\c}  a^d 
through  that  there  gate,  as  gcxcs 

'to  that  there  field  as  go.ss—  •" 
Mr.  Sinclair,  finding'  th^   ol- 

1  fcription  Tom  was  about  to  give, 

'  \voul  d  take  "more  time  than  ~o;o- 

r  ?$  t 

-ing  to  the  place  itfelf,  if  ii  Was 

1  -ever  fo  far  ''off,  ordered  hi.n   io 

• 
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lead  the  way,  withputforther 
and  he  ^nd  all  the  fervauis  to!-. 
lowed,  leaving  poor  Mr^.  Sin- 
clair alone,  to  w^jt..  foi#e  tims 
longer  in  painful  expectation.  : 
I  \viti  thank  my  voungj  rea* 

t      '    *<••     "    r     '-T    '         i    i  i 

ders  fc?r  a  umue,  -^nd  bag  th^ey 
will  tell'  r^e,  for  I  know  not,  what 
was  ever  fo  proud  as  TQOI  Ten^. 

••T         '       •':.'-        ** 

kins,  atllle  monjent  h^fetofF  asr 

i 

leader"  t6  this  honoujahkucavalh 

. 

cade  of  mailer  and  jpon.  fHg 
Sew  tJ6?cjre  them  acrof^th^fieldsy 
up-  one  lane,  dpvyq  ;  .^npoicn  ar 
croft  the;  clot,:throu,;4  ti* 
copfe,  clearing  in  his  iv.ay,  gaiev 
' 


tcjiw. 
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ould 

keep    up     with   him.     The,  ol$ 
hoiifekeeper,  \vhofe  kind  cjirjo- 
fity  led  Her  dii  in    the  purfuit> 
was    left    puffing    and   blp\ving 
very  far  behind  :  (he  thqught  ic 
nibft  prudent  to  wait   th;e,  event 
tipon  a  ilile   nal^wav.   and  join: 
the  prorelTion  again  upon  its,  re- 
turn.    Mr.    Sinclair,     naturally, 
abtvery  nimble  himlel.^  >vas.al-: 
nfoil  "  exhanlte'd,  Wiili  the  length 
?  j  "J 


pil^'"'^^  difcpyeippd  ^ 
^oTan  his  hojpes'and 
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nil  his  cares,  feate'd  very  corr.po- 

fedly,  though  not  very  £;iViy.  at 

the  top  of  a  large   tree.     Proper 

care,  'however,    was   taken,  and 

proper  means  ufed  to  relieve 

bring     him      down     fafr.      His 

uncle  took  him  in  his  arms,   rrki 

the  tears    that  refufed    relief  to 

his    anxiety,  joy  made  to 

.  plentec'iHy.     As  foon  as   lie  v;as 

.  able  to  enquire,  it  was  explained 

.  to  him  how  Harry  got  "into  -this 

perilous  and  extraordinary- 

tion.     My  readers    will,  I 

fay,  be  glad  to  be   :infornicd,:r,s 

well  as  Mr.  Sinclair  ;  you   mtrft 

knew,     then,    that    -Tom     hsrl" 

.   .....  :, ...  ^ 


cqrrroo  vrov  b^jesr^-rrio  ?r 
brought  :his  young  mafler  a  bir4f$ 
Heft,  though  no  one  who  knew 
Tom  would  fufpeft  that  he  had 
taken  it,  as  indeed  he  had  not; 
he  had  given  a  halfpenny  for  it 
to  another  boy,  and  carried  it  a$ 
a  prefent  to  Harry,  thinking 
as  he  knew  Min  to  be  fond  of 
birds,  that  he  would  be  pleated 
with  it.  Harry,  who  poffeffed 
a  generoiis  warmth  of  temper,  re- 
quired with  impetuous  hafte^  tq 
be  conduced  to  die  boy  from 
whom  the  neft  \vas  bought ;  he 
>^s  foon  found,  and  commanded 
%  our hero  to  conduft  him.  to 
the  veiy .  place  h«  had  taken  it 

from; 
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from,  which  was  the  tree  above 
named.  Harry,  fearlefs  of  dan- 
ger while  he  followed  the  im- 
pulfe  of  humanity,  climbed  up 
to  the  top  branch  with  great  agi- 
lity, to  the  aftonilhmen  t  of  Tom 
and  half  a  dozen  dirty  boys,  who 
had  followed  with  curiofity  and 
wonder  at  Harry's  earned  eager- 
nefs  to  replace  the  neft,  which 
they,  a  little  while  before,  had 
been  as  refolute  in  dealing; 
after  he  had,  with  the  utmofl 
caution  and  tendernefs  replaced 
it  in  the  very  fpot  they  direfted, 
and  feated  himfelf  fecurely  on  a 
limb  of  the  tree,  he  thus  addref- 

fed 


fedhimfelf  to  the  idle  plunderers 
beneath  him  : — "  Oh  you  cruel 
unthinking  boys !  have  you  never 
been  taught  how  inhuman  an 
aft  it  is  to  take  a  neft  of  eggs  ? 
Have  you  never  been  made  to 
obferve  and  confider  the  con- 
ftruftionofthe  neft?  (for all  this 
I  have  been  taught)  that  it  is  one 
among  the  many  wonderful 
works  of  God,  which  cannot  be 
"imitated  by  the  art  of  man  ;  that 
the  poor  little  parent  bird  has 
been  building  it,  with  infinite  la- 
bour, for  many  weeks,  and  all 
*  the  reward  (he  hopes  for  her  toil, 
is  bringing  to  life  her  little  brood* 
F  which 
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which  (he  will,  with  the  famft 
unremitting  attention,  nouriih 
and  proteft,  in  a  manner  that 
holds  forth  a  bright  example  to 
every  human  mother;  and,  can 
you,  in  wanton,  thoughtlefs  fport, 
deprive  an  innocent  bird  of  this 
fweet  reward,  rob  her  of  every 
joy,  and  fend  her,  a  refllefs, 
wretched  wanderer,  reduced  to  a 
hopelefs  fearch,  for  her  chirping, 
harmlefs  family  ?  and  this  cruelty 
you  commit  from  the  wanton 
barbarous  cuftom  of  blowing 
eggs  to  firing  them  upon  your 
heads,  or  in  your  houfes,  where 
they  hang  as  trophies  of  your  ig- 
norance 
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norance  and  inhumanity.*'  Upon 
this  inexhauftible  fubjcct  would 
Harry  have  proceeded  in  his 
compaffion  for  the  enchanting 
warblers  fome  time  longer,  if  his. 
honeft  friend  Tom  had  not  inter- 
rupted him,  which  nothing  how- 
ever, but  fears  for  his  fafety, 
would  have  induced  him  to  do  ; 
for  he  felt  himfelf  delighted  and 
improved,  by  all  he  faid,  but  it 
alarmed  him  to  fee  his  beft  and 
kind  benefaftor  in  fo  dangerous 
a  fituation,  and,  without  any  apo- 
logy for  the  liberty  he  took  in 
interrupting  him  in  his  difcourfe, 
called  out>  <c  Sir,  do  you  fee  as 

how 
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how  Jt  is  a  getting  almoft  dark? 
Do  they  know  at  home,  where 
you  bes  corned  ?  La  !  how  they 
will  look  up  and  down  for  you, 
and  I  would  not  for  all  my  life, 
as  you  fhould  come  down  with- 
out Mr.  James,  or  coachman,  or 
fom?  on'em  to  fee  as  you  gets 
<jown  fafe,  and  if  fo  be  as  you 
fhould  fall,  it  would  be  the  death 
on'em  at  the  caftle.  So  (nod- 
ding his  head,  to  enforce  the 
flrength  of  his  argument,)  you 
(top  where  you  be,  and  Til  foon 
fetch  'em  to  you  ;*  ^nd  without 
waiting  for  Harry's  confent> 
away  Re  flew  with  all  the  zeal 

and 
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and  fpeed  we  have  already 
fcribed,  for  affiftance.  The  pangs 
of  Harry's  abfence  were  forgot- 
ten and  forgiven  in  the  joy  of 
teeing  him  fafe  again.  Young 
Jenkins  was  highly  applauded 
for  his  conducl ;  the  grateful  af— 
feftion  lie  difcovered  for  Harry, 
had  endeared  him  to  the  whole 
{amily.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sinclair, 
now  reflored  to  peace  and  joyr 
fat. down  comfortably  to  the 
meal  that  had  been  delayed  by 
Harry's,  abfence;  they  viewed 
him  with  delight;  tears  offenfi-* 
bility  mingled  with  their  fmiles, 
when  they  refle&ed  upon  the 
generous 
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generous  purpofe  that  had  de- 
tained him  ;  the  domeftics  were 
eager  to  teftify  how  fincerely 
they  participated  in  their  mal- 
ter's  joy,  at  the  dear  child's  re- 
turn. The  cook  entreated  the 
butler  to  give  her  leave  to  carry 
into  the  room  a  little  pudding,  of 
which  fhe  knew  him  to  be  par- 
ticularly fond  ;  Mrs.  Steady,  the 
good  old  houfekeeper,  came  to 
the  parlour  door,  with  all  that 
decorum  and  refpefl  for  which 
Ihe  was  truly  eminent,  humbly 
begging  permiffion  to  prefent 
\yith  her  own  hands,  to  young 
matter,  feme  India  fweetmeats  of 

her 
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her  own,  that  had  been  fent  her 
by  a  coulin  of  hers,  who  was  a 
captain.  The  butler  propofed 
to  his  matter,  fetching  up  a 
bottle  of-  that  old  fack,  that 
had  been  fo  long  in  the  cel- 
lar, for  Harry,  for  once,  to  have 
a  glafs  of  it  warmed,  as  he  had 
fafted  fo  long.  The  reft  had 
nothing  indeed  to  offer,  but 
they  all  peeped  in  to  take  a 
look  at  his  fweet  face,  and  de- 
parted with  a  prayer  to  God,  to 
blefs  him  forever.  So  certainly 
do  worthy  a&ions  merit  and  meet 
the  praife  of  all. 

CHAP; 


CHAPTER    IV. 


A  foolifli  /on  is  a  grief  to  his  father,  anJ 
bitternefs  to  her  that  bare  him.— Proverbt^ 
chap.  xvii.  vcr.  25. 

"WHILST  Harry  infpired 
every  breaft  with  love  and  ad- 
miration, his  unhappy  brother 
created  difgufl,  and  was  equally 
difliked  by  his  attendants  and 
neighbours.  His  uncontrouled, 
temper  and  boifterous  manners 
rendered 
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rendered  him  troublefome  to  thfc 
one  and  offenfive  to  the  other ; 
they  rather  rejoiced  than  grieved 
at  the  accident  which  occafion- 
ed  his  confinement.  The  lads 
in  the  village  were  overheard' to 
fay,  «  So,  Mafter  Clairville  is 
very  bad  with  a  broken  leg  ; 
well, I  can't  fay  as  I  be  forry, he 
can't  fet  the  great  <Jog  at  us 
now/' — '•  No,"  fays  another,  "and 
what's  more,  he  ban't  able  to 
put  Jacky  Smith's  t'other  eye  out 
with  gunpowder.  I  never  faw 
fuch  a  huge  ftone  in  my  life  as  he 
threw  in  at  neighbour  Pope's 
window";  it  frighted  fhe  deadly, 

G  35 
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£s  {he  fat  a  fpinning.  Poor  boy 
as  I  be,  I  would  not  have  fuch 
tricks  as  he  has  for  all  the 
world  !  Why,  it  was  but  the 
week  before  he  tumbled  out  of 
the  tree  that  he  killed  poor  Dame 
Winny's  cat,  as  pretty  a  cat  (he 
was  as  need  be  feen.  He'll  ne- 
ver come  to  no  good,  father 
fays  he  wont,  he's  fure,  for  his 
wickcdnefs  and  cruelty  to  poor 
dumb  beafts  as  can't  help  them- 
felves." 

.We  perfectly  agree  with  thefe 
lads  in  their  juit  cenfure  ;  for 
true  it  is  that  a  righteous  man 
the  Life  of  his  beajl* 
Miferabte' 
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Miferable  George !  His  attend- 
ants thought  no  better  of  him 
than  his  neighbours  ;  he  was  to 
them  furly,  impatient,  and  im- 
pertinent ;  from  their  pernicious 
counfels  many,  indeed  moft,  of 
his  faults  arofe  ;  yet  they  were 
the  firft  to  defpife  him.  Jf  a 
young  man  has  any  fpark  of  pro- 
per pride  within  his  breaft,  this 
refle£tion  will  preferve  him  from 
the  fociety  of  mean  perfons, 
namely,  that  they  are  the  firft  to 
contemn  and  defpife  thofe  whom 
they  have  by  their  bad  example 
and  advice  corrupted, 

His 


His  parents  then  were  the  only 
perfons  that  felt  for  George's* 
fufferings,  and  their  feelings,  were 
of  the  ftrongeft  nature — felf-re- 
proach.  They  were  now  con- 
fcious  of  their  negleft,  and  la- 
mented they  had  not  by  proper 
care  in  his  infancy,  avoided  thofe 
ills  \yhich  were  likely  to  bring 
evil  upon  their  chi  d,  and  deep 
forrow  upon  themfelves  ;  they 
perceived,  too  late,  that  as  the 
fcriptures  emphatically  exprefs 
it,  they  had  built  their  houfe  upon 
the  fands. 

There  are  a  few  inftances, 
children  have  had  fo  much 
natural 


fcatural  fenfe,  and  to  whom  GocJ 
has  imparted  fo  large  a  portion 
of  his  grace,  that  they  have  ta- 
ken care  and  pains  to  improve 
themfelves  in  piety  and  learn- 
ing ;  but,  I  believe  this  does  not 
often  happen,  nor,  indeed,  can  it 
be  fuppofed.  Is  there  a  plant  in 
our  garden  tl^at  does  not  require 
the  foftering  aid  of  culture  to 
aflift  its  growth  and  produce  itfc 
beauty  ?  How  would  the  gentle 
rofe  preferve  its  blooming  fweet- 
nefs  amidft  intrufiw  and  conta- 
minating weeds !  Would  they 
not  render  it  in  its  nature,  cor- 
rupt and  degenerate  ?  How  then 
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ihall  the  human  mind  expand, 
rude  and  uncultivated,  without 
an  anxious  parental  guide  to  bend 
its  courfe  aright!  Without  the 
inftruftion  of  the  experienced, 
how  will  the  unfufpe&ing  youth 
be  able  to  fliun  the  ftorms  and 
quickfands  he  will  find  in  bad 
examples,  of  which  there  are  too 
many  in  the  world,  ready  to  draw 
him  into  the  path  of  deftruftion  ! 
But  if  EARLY  PIETY  be  im- 
planted in  him,  then  will  he  be  as 
the  houfe  built  ori  a  rock,  and 
will  fee  evil  only  to  avoid  it. 

A  fine  .lady,   like  Mrs,   Clair- 
ville,  taken  from  the  height   of 

town? 
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town  diffipation,  and  confined,  as 
common  decency  required,  to 
her  fon's  chamber,  without  com- 
pany, and  without  cards,  will,  no 
doubt,  find  time  hang  very  heavy 
upon  her  hands.  She  determi- 
ned, therefore,  to  take  off  the 
ennui  of  a  family  party,  by  invi- 
ting her  brother,  Mrs.  Sinclair, 
and  Harry,  to  pafs  fome  time 
with  her,  thinking  their  fociety 
preferable  to  being  alone.  The 
family  of  .Sinclair,  were  fomewhat 
iurprifed  at  the  invitation,  as  Mrs. 
Clairville  had  never  {hewn  any 
inclination,  till  now,  for  their 
company,  and  np  wonder,  as  they 

never 
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never  played   at  cards,  anct  her 
brother  was  too  apt  to  put  her  in 
rnind  how   neceflary  and  proper 
it  was  to  give   up  more  time   to 
the   care  and  education  of   her 
fon  than  fuited   her  inclination  * 
Mr.  Sinclair,   however,    in    the' 
tendernefs  of  his  heart,  forgot  her 
faults,  whilft  he  pitied  her  for  the 
misfortune    that     had     befallen 
George ;    and,    though    at    any 
other  time,  he  would  have  refufed 
her  invitation,  he  was  now  deter- 
mined to    comply  with  her   re- 
queft;  he   would   have  objected 
lirongly  to   Harry's  paffing   any- 
time with  his   brother,  if  he  had 

been 
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been  in  health  ;  but  when  his  tem- 
per was  foftened  by  illness,  he 
thought  there  might  be  fome 
chance  of  Harry's  being  of  fer- 
vice  to  him  ;  at  leaft,  George 
ovould  be  unable  to  draw  him  into 
fcrapes  and  danger.  After  a 
confultation,  therefore,  with  his 
amiable  wife,  (for  her  good  fenfe 
and  good  conduft  had  made  her 
worthy  to  be  confulted  on  all  oc- 
cafions)  it  was  refolved  to  pre- 
pare for  a  vifit  to  Clairville 
Lodge.  The  firft  fine  morning 
was  fixed  upon  to  fet  out. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sinclair  in  a  neat 
travelling  chaife,  and  our  hero  on 
horfeback ; 
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horfeback;  he  had,  as  may  he 
fuppofed,  for  fome  time,  laid  a- 
fide  his  gold-headed  nag,  and  now 
mounted  a  beautiful  long-tailed 
poney,  quite  as  gentle  and  fafe  as 
his  cane  one. 

Pifture  to  yourfelf,  my  dear 
readers,  Harry  Clairville,  at  the 
moment  of  his  departure,  and  you 
will  fee  a  youth,  elegant  in  his 
perfon,  neat  in  his  drefsy  with 
that  bloom  of  health  with  which 
regularity  of  life  paints  the-cheek? 
with  that  chearful  ferenity  that  a 
pure  and  uncorrupted  heart 
gives  to  the  countenance :  and  if 
you  can  figure  to  yourfelves, 

ftrongly, 
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flrorigly,  the  refemblance  of  a 
foul  replete  with  every  noble  vir- 
tue, and  feeing,  can  admire  it, 
you  will,  I  hope,  imitate  my  hero, 
and  be  as  amiable  as  he  was. 

"  God  blefs  you,  Sir,"  faid  the  old 
butler,  as  he  lifted  him  on  his 
Jiorfe,  "  I  wifti  you  a  good  jour- 
ney ;  you  will  do  your  brother 
good,  if  any  body  can."  The 
good  old  Mrs.  Steady  fmiled  a- 
crofs  the  court  yard,  and  placed  a 
bafket  in  the  carriage,  with  a  few 
refrefhments  for  her  dear  young 
gentleman  ;  which  few  refrefli- 
ments.as  fh£  termed  them,  feemed 
more  calculated  as  a  ftipply  for  an 

Eafi 
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Eaft  India  voyage,  than  provifion 
for  half  a  day's  journey ;  but 
that  was  the  only  way  (he  'had  to 
teftify  her  regard.  His  depar- 
ture was  feen  with  pain  by  all. 
Honeft  Tom  Jenkins,  however, 
was  moft  to  be  pitied.  I  believe 
I  have  not  mentioned  that  Tom, 
from  the  time  he  had  {hewn  fo 
much  zeal  in  Harry's  fervice,  had 
been  a  conftant  inmate  in  the  fa- 
mily ;  ihared  with  Harry  in  all 
the  advantages  of  bright  example 
and  good  education.  Credit  is 
due  to  his  parents,  honeft  Jen- 
kins and  his  wife,  who  had,  from 
his  infancy,  laid  the  beft  founda- 
tion 
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tlon  for  good  morals/T  RUTH  and 
PIETY.     Mr.  Sinclair  very  foon 
difcovered    that   he  was  totally 
free  from  the  mean  tricks  and  low 
arts,  fo  common  in  boys  that  are 
not  well  taught*     Tom  pofiefled 
an  open,  ingenuous  temper,  and 
very  foon,    by  the  privilege  of 
being  prefent  at  the  hours  of  ftu- 
dy,  with  Harry  and  his  uncle,  be- 
came fuperior  to  his  birth ;  indeed 
what  is  birth  but  an  empty  found  ? 
how  many  difgrace  it,  by  unwor- 
thy conduft,  and  how  often,  for 
want  of  fome  foftering  hand  to 
bring  it  forth,  does  humble  merit 
droop, 

**  Aad  wafte  its  fragrance  in  the  defart  air." 

Jenkins 
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Jenkins  poflefled  fentiments  and 
an  integrity  of  foul,  that  would 
have  done  honour  to  the  'bread 
of  a  duke.  When  the  laft  park 
gate  clofed  on  his  dear  friends 
and  benefaftors,  he  burft  into 
tears.  "  Alas  !"  faid  he  to  him- 
felf,  l(  what  will  become  of  me 
now  ?  who  fhalL  I  have  to  fpeak 
to  ?  who  will  hear  me  read  ? 
who  will  tell  me  when  I  do  wrong, 
or  applaud  me  if  I  am  right  ? 
Mrs.  Steady  is  a  very  good  wo- 
man, but  her  converfation  is  very 
different  from  that  I  hear  in  the 
parlour  or  the  ftudy.  But  how 
wicked  I  am  to  be  difcontented, 

when 
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when  I  cannot  be  thankful  enough 
for  the  bleffings  I  enjoy.  Was  not 
Mafter  Harry  chearful  and  ha!p- 
py  when  he  fet  out  ?  did  he  not 
fmile,  when  he  (hook  hands  with 
me  ?  who  is  it  then  that  I  am 
grieving  for  ? — myfelf.  Away 
felfifii  forrow !  God  forgive  me  ! 
let  me  turn  my  thoughts  to  conii- 
der  how  I  can  ferve  my  mafter 
beft,  in  his  abfeiice.  I  will  help 
the  gardener  to  water  his  plants  ; 
I  will  feed  his  birds,  and  I  will 
comfort  little  Florio,  who  is  as 
forrowful  as  a  poor  dog  can  be/ 
Thefe  refleftions  Tom  made  as 
he  walked  towards  the  houfer 

where 
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where  he  met  Mrs.  Steady  com- 
ing to  feek  him.  We  are  very 
partial  to  this  good  woman,  but 
in  ftrift  truth  we  are  obliged  to 
confefs,  that  if  (he  had  a  fault,  it 
was  being  rather  too  loquacious  ; 
and  as  talkers  muft  have  hearers, 
{he  grew  impatient  for  Tom's  re* 
turn,  not  being  quite  fo  refined  as 
to  know  the  luxury  of  filent  grief. 
"  So,  Mr.  Jenkins,  I  wondered 
what  was  become  of  you.  Dear 
me,  thought  I  to  myfelfc  as  fure  as 
can  be,  they've  popped  him  into 
the  chariot,  and  taken  him  with 
them  ; — then  again,  I  thought, 
could  not  be  neither;  for 
what 
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what  would  they  do  with  my 
dear  young  gentleman,  if  he 
'ihould  be  tired  of  riding  ;  or,  if 
it  fhould  rain  ;  but  here  you 
ftand  between  hawk  and  buzzard, 
{hilly  fhally  !  Ah !  you  puts  me 
in  mind  of  myfelf ;  juft  fo  I  ufed 
to  ftand,  mum  chance,  whenever 
jny  papa  and  mamma  went  out 
and  left  me  at  home." 

The  words  "  papa  and  mam- 
ma," from  the  aged  lips  of  the 
corpulent  Steady,  had  a  fudden 
effeft  on  Tom's  rifibility,  and  he 
more  than  fmiled  through  his 
tears,  which  had  not  yet  ceafed 
flowing.  (<  Lord  love  you,"  con- 
e#  H  tinued 
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tinned  (he,  c*  your  very  eyes  is 
fwelled  out  of  your  head.'  My 
lady  would  never  forgive  me,  if 
{he  knew  I  let  you  take  on  fo  ; 
almoft  the  laft  words  fhe  faid  to 
me,  was,  "  Take  care  of  Tom/* 
Come,  come  into  my  room,  and 
let  us  chat  a  bit  ;  though,  to  be 
fure,  I  have  feldom  time  to  fpeak 
a  word.  What  with  minding  the 
maids  and  the  under -fervants, 
and  what  with  attending  the  fick 
folks  in  the  village  and  making 
fhirts  and  fhifts  for  the  Sunday 
fcholars,  linen  for  the  poor  little 
innocent  babies,  and  one  thing 
and  another,  I  have  no  time  for 

nothing. 
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HOthing.  But  come,  fet  with  me 
in  my  room;  you  will  find 
fomething  to  fay,  if  I  cannot." 

Tom  knew  how  refpeftable 
Mrs.  Steady  was  for  her  affec- 
tion and  integrity,  and  was  fear- 
ful to  offend  her  ;  but  he  wifhed 
to  be  permitted  to  fpend  mod 
of  his  time  in  Harry's  ftudy, 
who  had  not  only  given  him 
permiffion  fo  to  do,  but  had 
defired  him  to  amufe  and  im- 
prove himfelf  with  his  books. 
However  he  indulged  her  the 
firft  day  of  the  family's  ab- 
fence,  as  he  knew  her  chief 

difcourfe. 
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difcourfe  would  be  on  the  fubjeft 
moft  pleafmg  to  him,  the  merits 
of  his  benefa&or, 


•f  -    i  j 
pi  oi  i 
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CHAPTER    V, 


He  that  delicately  bring-eth  up  his  fervant 
from  a  child,  fliall  have  him  become  hi$ 
fon  at  length. — Proverbs,  chap.  xxix.  ver.  25- 

VV  E  muft  now  leave  Tommy, 
in  this  worthy  housekeeper's 
room,  while  we  attend  the  tra- 
vellers, who  arrived  after  a  fhort 
and  pleafant  journey  at  Clair- 
ville  Lodge,  the  magnificent  feat 
of  Harrys  father;  too  late,  how* 

ever. 
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ever,  in  the  evening,  for  him  to 
be  admitted  into  his  brother's 
room  that  night,  or  for  his  pa- 
rents to  make  any  obfervatioa 
upon  his  manners  and  improve- 
ment. But  when  they  had  paf- 
fed  the  next  day  \vith  him,  his 
polifhed  manners,  his  elegant  de- 
portment, his  fenfible  and  well- 
bred  anfwers  to  all  their  queftions, 
ftruck  them  at  once  with  admi- 
ration and  felf-condemnation  ; 
they  experienced  the  deepeft 
mortification  by  the  comparifon 
they  drew  between  him  and  his 
rude  awkward,  ill-bred  brother. 
-What  indeed  can  be  fo  fevere  as 

the 
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the  feelings  of  a  parent,  if  they 
have  any  fenfe  or  judgment,  at 
finding,  too  late,  their  child  def- 
titute  of  thofe  attainments  which 
-  lead  to  diftin£lion  and  efteem . 

9 

but  if  they  were  diftreffed  at 
only  marking  the  difference  in 
the  external  manners  of  thefe  two 
boys,  how  would  they  have  been 
cut  to  the  heart  if  they  had 
known  Harry's  intrinfic  worth  ! 
At  prefent  they  had  only  rime  to 
obferve  the  fair  outfide  of  the 
cafket,  and  knew  not  the  inefti- 
jnable  gem  it  contained  within. 

Harry,  when  permitted  to  at- 
tend  in  his  brother's    chamber, 
•  addrefled 


addreffedhimin  gentle  affeclionaie 
terms  of  forrow  for  the  caufe  of  his 
^*>nfinement.  George's  recep- 
tion was  coarfe  and  vulgar,  and 
fuch  as  might  be  expefled  from  a 
boy  of  no  education  ;  he  could 
not  converfe,  for  he  had  no  ideas ; 
atleaft,  not  any  that  fuited  the 
elegant  turn  of  his  brother's  mind; 
he  could  not  difcourfe  of  books, 
for  he  had  never  read  any  ;  he 
had  no  memory,  for  it  had  never 
been  exercifed  ;  a  (hort  furly 
no,  or  yes,  comprifed  the  whole 
of  his  converfation. 

We  cannot  wonder  that   the 
fortnight  which  Mr.  Sinclair  had 

proniifed 
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„  promifed  to  pafs  at   his  'filler's 
dragged  very  heavily  away;    as 
the  evenings  were  fpent  in  cards, 
and  poor  Harry  left  without  any 
of  his   accuftomed    amufements, 

.  or  any  companion  that  was  at 
all  congenial  to  him.  He  began 
to  figh  for  home,  and  to  wonder 
that  Tom  Jenkins  had  not,  as  ha 
defired,  written  to  him  within  a 
few  mornings  of  their  departure; 
however,  the  wifhed-for  letter  ar- 
rived, and  was  brought  in  while 
the  family  were  at  breakfaft,  in 
George's  chamber.  Harry  open- 

'  €d  it  with  eagernefs,  and  his  un- 
cle defired  him  to  read  it  out. 

«  Yvhat, 
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*'  What !  can  Harry  read  wri- 
ting ?"  faid  George.  "  I  can  but 
juft  read  print  hand,  and  have 
not  learnt  to  write  yet/'  f:  I 
fhould  be  very  forry,"  faid  Harry* 
•(  if  I  could  not  both  read  let- 
ters, and  write  them  ;  I  fhould 
lofe  the  pleafure  of  correfpond- 
ing  with  my  friends  ;  and  then, 
to  convince  his  brother,  he  be- 
gan to  read  aloud  the  following 
epiftle  from  honeft  Tom. 


f)car 


Dear  Mafter  Harry, 

Mrs.  Steady  fays  I  ought  to 
begin  Honoured  Sir,  but  I  thinjc 
I  like  Dear,  better,  and  you  told 
me  to  write  my  thoughts.  I 
heard  your  uncle  fay,  (and  I 
mind  every  thiitg  he  fays)  that  a 
letter  was  worth  nothing,  that 
did  not  come  from  the  heart; 
that  fine  people  make  fine  fpeech- 
es,  that  mean  nothing ;  but  that 
an  honeft  man  fhould  fcorn  this. 
Now,  if  I  was  to  fay,  the  houfe 
looked  dull  without  you,  and  did 
not  think  fo,  how  mean  I  fhould 

be; 
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be;  but  it  really  does,  and  I  am 
not  the  only  one  that  wifties  you 
back.  Poor  Florio  looks  quite 
forrowful,  and  would  not  touch 
a  bit  of  fupper  the  day  you  went 
away.  I  have  read  a  chapter  in 
the  Teftament,  every  day,  to  Mrs. 
Steady,  finceyou  have  been  gone, 
and  yefterday  fhe  got  me  to  teach 
Nanny  Houfe's  little  girl,  Watts  s 
hymn  about  liars  ;  for  fhe  broke 
a  China  cup,  and  then  was  fo 
wicked  as  to  fay  fhe  did  not  do 
it,  not  confidering 

"  That  he  who  does  one  fault  at  firft, 
"  And  lies  to  hide  it,  makes  it  two." 

Poor 


C   *7   3 

Poor  Nanny  Koufe  cried  .  bit* 
terly  about  it,  as  fhe  is  afraid 
your  Aunt  will  not  let  her  flay, 
when  (he  knows  it.  For  what 
can  be  worfe  than  a  liar  ?  Your 
parrot  called  out  yefterday, 
"  Come  back,  come  back."  Mrs. 
Steady  thinks  he  has  learnt  it  of 
the  Guinea  fowls,  but  I  think  he 
knows  you  are  gone.  The.  flow- 
ers you  left  in  the  ftudy,  are  all 
dead,  and  I  think  I  mould  be 
dead  too,  if  I  was  to  fit  there 
without  you,  the  things  all  look 
fo  difmal.  If  they  could  fpeak, 
they  would  fay  how  unhappy 
they  are,  Mrs,  Steady  talks  of 

you 
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you  all  day  long.  She  told  m^ 
fhe  left  one  family,  becaufe  her 
young  mafter  was  fo  mifchiev- 
ous  and  rude,  and  the  houfe  was 
like  Bedlam  ;  but  now  Ihe  is 
llappy,  and  prays  for  your  hap- 
pinefs.  She  has  been  fadly  fret- 
ted thefe  two  days  ;  fhe  has  loft 
the  key  of  the  medicine  cheft. 
Poor  Geoffry  has  got  the  tooth- 
ache, and  fhe  wanted  to  give  him 
fome  phyfic  for  it ;  if  he  is  not 
better  foon,  fhe  will  get  a  new 
lock  put  to  it.  The  canary  birds 
that  hang  in  the  hall,  never  fing 
now.  What's  very  odd,  James 
Harris  (the  boy  I  bought  the 

bird's 
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bird's  neft  of,)  has  had  one  of 
his  eyes  put  out  by  an  owl, 
while  he  was  looking  for  the 
young  ones.  If  he  had  minded 
what  you  faid  to  him,  Matter 
Harry,  God  Almighty  would 
have  faved  his  eye.  Parfon  Ro- 
berts wouid  not  believe  it,  when 
Mrs;  Steady  told  him  how  you 
fat  in  the  tree,  and  what  you 
faid;  (he  was  very  angry  with 
him,  I  never  faw  her  in  fuch  a 
rage.  She  told  him,  though  he 
was  a  very  charming  good  man, 
you  had  been  brought  up  fo  well ^ 
that  you  was  able  to  give  as  good 
advice  as  he  was ;  and  to  be  lure 

(he 


:    , 

file  feid  very  true.    So,  Sir,  praj( 
God  fend  you  home  again. 

I  am  your  faithful  Servant, 

THOMAS  JENKINS.  • 

P.  S.  Mrs.  Steady  and  all  the 
fervants  defire  their  ditty.  The 
poor  dumb  creatures  look  as  if 
they  \vould  fay  fomething,  if  they 
knew  how. 
• 

"  Pray,  brother,"  faid  Mrs. 
Clairville,  as  foon  as  Harry  had 
finilhed  his  letter,  "  Who  is  this 
Tom  Jenkins  that  makes  fo  free, 
and  writes  fuch  fluff  to  Harryj 

the 
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the  poor  boy  you  have  taken  frorn 
charity  into  your  fervice?"— •'  His 
conduct,"  replied  Mr.  Sinclair, 
"makei  him  a  rich  boy,andl  hope 
Harry  will  a!  ways  know  the  true 
distinction  between  falfe  and  pro- 
per pride,  and  that  he  will  choofe 
his  friends  and  companions  ac- 
cording to  their  character,  and 
not  according  to  their  rank. 
When  I  advile  him,  as  I  do  every 
CMS,  to  avoid  low  company,  I 
mean  low  in  mind.  A  prince, 
\viihout  proper  education,  may 
be  vain  ignorant,  felfiih,  and  un- 
priucipled ;  a  peafant,  with  good 
and  early  iaibrmatioa,  may  pol« 
^1  1& 
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fefs  every  virtue.  Tom  is.  an  ex- 
cellent boy,  and  will,  I  truft,  re* 
vard  me  amply  for  my  care  of 
him,  by  giving  Harry  the  blef* 
fing  of  an  attendant  who  will 
ferve  him  with  fidelity  and  affec- 
tion through  life.  I  defire,  Har- 
ry., you  will  anfwer  his  letter,  and 
let  us  fee  what  you  fay  to  him  ;  I 
think  every  line  of  his  letter 
breathes  ft rong  regard  for  youf 
and  he  is.  I  am  well  affured,  per* 
fe&Iy  artlef^ 

-Harry   waited   only    for  thb 

peeniffion  from  his  uncle,  wifh* 

ing  for  nothing  fo  much  as  »he 

pleafuze  of  writing  to  Tom.    He 

obtained 


d  leave  to  go  into  his  fa- 
rs    cireiiing-room,    where    he 
V     was  told  he  would  find    all  >ma- 
T    terials  for   writing  -,    but  to%  his 
great  furprife,-a  fervant,  who 
in  the  room,  prevented  his  going 
,     in.     ((  You  ihall  not  come  here, 
indeed,  Sir/' — ic  Why  not/*-  de- 
manded Harry, "  I  have  my  fa- 
ther's leave    to     come    here    to 
tr«write."— -•"•'  Ah,  may  be   fo  •/  my 
*VHjnailer  did  not  know-,  I  arn  fure, 
that  all  his  things  lay  about.  .  B:> 
aM*fides,  a    fine  thing  indeed,   your 
coming  here  I  here  be   fruit   and 
cakes,  and   all  forts  of  things  i$ 
his  dofet/ -~*;  What  then/'  cried 
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Harry,  blufhing   with    indigna- 
tion.— "  What    then  !     why     I 
knows  well  enough,  what   then. 
You'll  fluff  till  you  are  fick,  and 
you'll  ink  the  table  all  over,  and 
make  the  room  I  have  juft  been 
cleaning,  not  fit  to  be  feen,  in  a 
fhort  time,  I'll  warrant  me.      So 
fay  no  more,  for  here  you  (ha'n't 
come.     Has'n'tmy  lady  charged 
me  fifty  times  never  to  let  Mafler 
George    into  any  of  the  beft  a- 
partments,  and    now    he    never 
thinks  of  going  into  any   of  the 
rooms,  except  the  houfekeeper's 
ajid  the  fervant's  Hall. 

Harry 
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Harry,  though  his  temper  was 
e  aim  and  unruffled  on  mod  occa- 
lions,  could  not  keep  up  his  fpi- 
rits,  under  this  unjuft  and  infulting 
fufpiciorc,  but  burft  into  tears. 
Mrs.  Sinclair,  paffing  near  that 
part  of  the  houfe  at  the  time? 
heard  him,  and  as  (he  well  knew 
he  never  wept  on  trivial  or  frivo- 
lous occafions,  was  much  alarmed, 
and  flew  to  know  the  caufe  of  his 
diftrefs  ;  which,  when  explained, 
hurt  her  as  much  as  it  had  done 
Harry,  and  (he  feverely  repri- 
manded the  fervant,  who,  in  ex- 
cufe  for  her  offence,  faid,  that 
matter  George  had  fo  often  done 

mifchief, 
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mifch'.ef,  when  he  had  been  left  in 
a  room  by  himfelf.  and  then  de- 
nied it,  that  flie  had  been  frequent- 
ly brought  into  blame  by  him. 
"  I  am  fure  mailer  George  never 
comes  no  where,  but  what  he's  as 
rude  as  a  bear."  Mrs.  Sinclair 
did  not  condefcend  to  explain  to 
1  his  woman  the  difference  between 
the  two  brothers,  efpeciallyas  me 
found  her  abfurd  enough  to  fup- 
pcfe  all  boys  alike.  She  thought 
it  more  to  the  purpofe  to  chear 
r.nd  revive  Harry's  fpirit%  whofe 
hearthad  been  wounded  to  the 
quick,  not  lo  mi  cli  at  the  unwor- 
thy treatment  offered  to  himfelf, 

as 
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as  at  the  (hocking  chara&er  given 
of  his  brother.  If,  indeed,  as  this 
woman  declared,  he  was  a  liar, 
he  muft  be  obliged  to  confider 
him  as  the  meaneft,  and  moft  de- 
fpicable  being  upon  earth.  To 
be  obliged  to  think  thus  of  one 
bound  to  him  by  the  near  and  ten- 
der tie  of  brotherhood,  cut  him 
to  the  foul ;  and  his  aunt  per- 
ceiving he  was  in  no  fit  mood  for 
writing,  told  him,  upon  confider- 
ation,  there  would  be  no  occafion 
for  it,  as  his  uncle  had  fixed  on 
;the  next  day  for  their  departure. 
This  intelligence  qtiickly  re- 
ftored  Harry's  chearfulnefs  ;  he 

longed 


C   98   ] 

longed  to  go  back  ;  neither  the 
amufemcnts,  the  hours,  or  the  fo- 
'  ciety,  of  Clairville  Lodge,  fuited 
his  tafte  or  genius  :  Harry  was 
not  the  only  one  who  thought  of 
parting,  witlrinward  fatisfaftion. 
The  Sinclairs  fighed  to  return  to 
their  own  houfe  and  neighbour- 
hood, where  they  lived  in  ele- 
gant retirement. 

The  Clairvilles.  efpecially  Mrs" 
Clairville,  were  not  forry  to  lofe 
the  fight  of  thofe,  whofe  conduft, 
particularly  in  their  mode  of 
bringing  up  a  child,  was  fo  ftrong 
a  reproach  upon  their  own. 

George  was  now  fufficiently  re- 
••  covered 
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covered  for  his  mother  to  pro- 
pofe  taking  him  to  town,  where 
fhe  languifhed  to  be  herfelf;  fo 
that  it  required  very  little  cere- 
mony on  the  part  of  her  brother 
to  take  his  leave.  When  the  day 
of  departure  came,  Harry's  little 
poney  feerced  to  partake  in  the 
general  fatisfactionj  andtobefcn- 
fible,  when  his  mafter  mounted 
him/  that  his  face  was  turned 
towards  home.  He  pranced, 
neighed,  friflced  his  long  tail,  and 
a  perfon  lefs  adroit  than  our  hero? 
would  have  found  fome  difficulty 
in  keeping  his  feat.  The  morn- 
ing was  uncommonly  beautiful  ; 

if 


.if  a  poet  had  been  to  defcribe  it, 
lie  would  have  had  a  great  deal 
to  fay  about  Aurora,  and  Phceb.us, 
and  other  great  perfonages  ;  but 
it  will  beftfuitboth  our  purpofe 
and  our  'genius,  to  inform  our 
readers,  in  plain  words,  that  the 
fun  (hone  in  fulleft  luftre,  on  this 
amiable  family.  When  they  were 
within  a  few  miles  of  their  own 
houfe,  a  fervant  wras  difpatched  to 
announce  their  arrival :  The  do- 
rneflics  received  the  intelligence 
with  unfeigned  joy.  Mrs.  Steady 
buftled  up  flairs,  unfolded  her 
beft  muflin  apron,  and  placed  her- 
felf  in  the  hal!,.  to  be  ready  with 

her 


her  fmiles "  and   courtfeys.-    The 

parrot  fcreamed— Florio  wagged 

his -tail — the  canary   birds  made 

the  hall  refound  with  their  fong  ; 

but  how  (hall  I  defcribe   the  fen- 

fations  of  Tommy  Jenkins    upon 

this    occafion !     He    looked  -  at 

himfelf  to  fee  if  he  Xvas   refpeft- 

fully  dreft  ;  lie  flew  to    wafn  his 

hands  and  comb   his  hair,  though 

both  hands  and  hair  were  in  per- 

feft  order  before  ;  he  ran  to    the 

gate  to  look  if  they  were  yet  in 

fight,  then  back  to  Mrs.  Steady, 

toafkiffhe  faw  the  carnage    out 

of  the   window  ;    he  began     to. 

think  whether    any  thing    was 

lef- 
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Jeft  undone,  that  he  had  been  bid 
to  do  ;  in  fhort,  Tom  was  not  an 
inftant  ftill  in  mind  or  body.  The 
cottagers  who  faw  the  fervant 
gallop  up  the  avenue,  begged  to 
know  how  long  it  would  be  be 
fore  his  honour  and  madam  came; 
and  being  told  they  were  expec- 
ted every  minute,  they  got  ready 
to  ring  the  bells  at  the  adjoining 
church. 

Again  I  apply  to  my  intelli- 
gent readers  to  paint  for  me  Har- 
ry's return,  blufhing  like  a  new 
blown  rofe  at  the  bleflings  he  re, 
ceived  as  he  patted  through  the 
tillage.  Obferve  how  upright 

he 
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he  fits  on  his  horfe,  who  curvets 
and  prances  as  if  confcious  of  the 
ineftimable  burthen  he  had  the 
honour  to  bear.  The  bells  ring- 
ing, fervants  flying,  each  wifhing 
to  be  firft  to  receive  him.  Mrs. 
Steady  advancing,  nodding,  fmi. 
ling,  and  courtfeying  all  the  way 
fhe  went. — Tom  Jenkins  wild 
with  joy. — Such  is  the  reception 
of  the  benevolent  man,  who  be- 
ing good  himfelf,  makes  all  a* 
round  him  glad  and  happy. 


CHAP* 


-ft'Jbp  f  ; 
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CHAPTER  VI. 

I  ' 

"  **J 


I  have  taught  thee  in  the   way  of  %vifdont,    I 
have    led  thee  in     right    paths.— Provijrbi, 

chap.  iv.  vcr.  u. 

i 

I_,  ,  r       • 

T  was  now  tne  month  of  J'^Uie, 

the   weather  fettled  and  ferenc. 

i  '  J  V  o-       i    • 

the  charming  gardens  or  Sinclair 

CafMe  were  in  their  higheft  bloom 

f  and    beauty.      The    myrtle    and 

orange  grove  fetit  forth  its  firong- 

( fl  perfume  :    the  carnation    and 

- '      -•    i  «  •«    -   '     .», 
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the  fofe  Contended  in  ad  IT  ng 
grance  to  the  mi  nth  that  gave 
binh  to  Harry.  It  he  d  been  de- 
termined that  his  binh-day  fhould 
be  celebrated  with  more  than 
common  iplendor,  becaufe  in  a 
fhort  time  after  this  aufpiciotlfc 
day  he  was  to  leave  home  for 
fchool.  It  was  the  cuftom  of  this 
family  to  give  an  annual  dinner 
to  the  children  of  the  Sunday 
fchool,  which  was  fupported 
folely  by  the  bounty  of  Mr. 
Clairville.  To  cloathe  the  na- 
ked, feed  the  hungry,  and  in(lru6t 
the  ignorant,  was  the  chief  pur-* 
Jofe  of  this  good  man's  life  and' 
fortune ; 
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fortune;  an  J  we  lament  it  is  not- 
in  o,;r  pouvrto  fay  the  fame  of 
every  other  man  of  fplendid  pro- 
perty. This  year,  as  Harry  was 
now  of  an  age  to  enjoy  the  heart- 
felt  fetisfaftion  of  feeing  fo  many 
human  creatures  happy,  ai>d  to 
affiil  himfelfin  planning  the  man- 
ner of  the  entertainment,  it  was 
refolvecj  that  this  fcaft  fhould 
be  held  on  his  birth-day,  and 
that  it  fhould  confecAuenrly  be  as 
brilliant  as  pofiible.  Numerous 
coiifultations  were  held  with  Mrs. 
Steady,  whole  bufmefs  it  was  to 
jook  to  the  baked  meats.  She 
was  ordered  to  prepare  an  am* 


pie  quantity  of  pyes,  puddings, 
plumb  cakes,  &c.  in  fhort,  fuflv- 
cient  fubflantial  food  for -the 
fcholars,  as  well  as  to  employ 
her  fkill  in  the  finer  branches  of 
cookery  \6r  the  ornamental  de- 
^orations  intended  for  the  neigh- 
bouring gentry,  who  were  invi- 
ted to  a  ball  and  fupper, which 
were  to  conclude  the  evening  of 
this  happy  day.  As  it  will  hot 
afford  my  readers  any  entertdin- 
nient  to  be  in  the  buftle  of  pre- 
paration, or  to  run  backwards 
and  forwards  with  Mrs.  Steady^ 
to  enquire  whether  the  foups  (hall 
be  all  white  or  fome  brown ;  whe- 
K 


on, 


r 
[     toB     J 

tfier  the  jellies   (hall  (land  at  t 
comer  of  the  table,  or  the  other, 
whether   the  puddings   for     the 

i  0 

dinner  {hall  be  all  plumb,  or   bv 

way  of  variety,  fome  plain  ;  not* 

will  it  amufe  them  much  more  to 

fee  Harry  and  Tom  Jenkins   fe- 

Ie6Hng  and  forcing  the   flevers^ 

which  Mrs.  Sinclair  had  ordered 

to  be  hung  in  feftoons  round  thq 

ball  room  and  {upper  room.   We 

will  then,  fuppofe.  if  you   pLafe, 

gentle  readers,  all  things  in   the 

beft    a|id  Ligheft    fiile    pofiible, 

ready  prepared,  and  enter  at  once 

Upon  the  .hgippy  morn  that  gave 

&irth  ;to  the  beft  of  boys,  *  THe 

fun 
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fun  fhone  upon  it,  a  finer  fky 
never  feen.  Harry,  who'arofe 
with  the  lark,  returned  thanks: to 
God  for  thebleffingshe  was  born. 
to  ;  and  his  friends  at  the  fame 
time  offered  their  praifes  for  the 
grace  and  goodntfs  God  had 
been  plcafed  .to  , bellow  on 
him. 

We  have,  I  believe  mentioned 
before,  that  thi*  family  \vere 
accuftoaied  to  ea-Jy  rifing,-'  but 

on  this  day  the  \vhole  houfe  a- 

J 

woke  w  th  the  day.  The  ft^r- 
vants  appeared  in  new  liveries. 
Mrs.  Steady,  who  had  l;ft  no- 

^thintj  undone,  put  on  a  new  filk 
-  r 

gown, 


£own3  which  would,,  to  ufe  her 
own  exprefiion,  {land  alone.  At 
nine  o'clock  the  bells  rang,  ^nd 
banns  ofmufic  judicioufly  difpo- 
fedin  oifferent  parts  of  the  houre 
rnd  gardens,  began  to  perform 
rhofen  pieces  of  mufic,  feleSed 
rnd  adapted  to  the  occafion,  with 
infinite  tafle,  by  Mrs.  Sinclair 
At.  eleven  o'clock  arrived  th^ 
proceflion  of  children,  preceded 
by  a  venerable  pair,  mailer  and 

mifircfs  of  the   fchool.     There 

• 

were  twenty  boys  and  as  many 
girls,  all  in  new  and  neat  apparel. .. 
At  the  firfl  entrance  of  the  &ye.v 
ilue,  tlie1  fervauts  were  dir^fted ' 

to 


place W  tlVe  bread  of  each,  a 
kade  of  white"  ribbon,  eirf- 
broideml  by  Mrs:  Sinclair,  with 
-this  emphatic  motto, <;  Remember 
thy  Creator  in  the  days  of  thy 
youth:'1  After  they  had  pafled 

in  proceffion.    round    the.  lawn, 

. 

they  Avere-  conducted  into  the 
great  hall,  where  they  were  pro- 
perly arranged  -v  the  boys  on  one 

fide  and  tKe"inrls  on  the  odier 
_          *j  ^  > 

The  family  attended,  and  by 
'  Mr.  Sinclair's  defire,  Mr.  Roberts> 
the  clergyman  of  the  parilh,  read 
morning  prayers,  with  a  very  ex~ 
crflenf'  additional  prayer,  -which, 

_^       »l  _..:.     -  t^SLVlSl 

he  had  -cdropbfeU  for  "the  occa.- 
**  fion. 


^  lion.  After  prayers  Mrs.  Sin- 
clair fung  and  played  tie  104111 
Pfalm.  on  a  very  fine  6rg>n, 
which  Pood  in  the  hall,  in  which 
the  children  joined  in  heart  and 

•"voice.-  The  perfons  who  taught 
them  to  know,  to  fear,  o  love 

"their  God,  heard  them  thus  join 
their  voices  to  their  Maker's  p^iife, 
with  inexpreffible  del-ght.  Seve- 
r-  1  times-dunng  the  performance, 
both  Hai  ry  and  hor  eil  Tom  were 
o>  ferved  to  wipe  the  tear  of  f-n- 

'  fibility  from  tl  eir  eyes.  Upon 
the  conclufion  of  this  ceremony 

'  tl  ey   \cere   recondut'lt  d    to   the 

gardens, and  atone  o'clock,   un- 
.  j 

der 
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der  the  (hack  of  a  double  row  of 
.well  grown  trees,  they  had  two 
tables  prepared  for  them,  one  for 
the  girls,  with  the  miftrefs  at  the 
head,  and  the  other  for  theboys, 
.where  the  mafier  prefided  ;  a 
band  of  wind  inftruments  played 
alternately  at  each  table.  Here 
they  found  a  profufion  of  plain 
food  ;  they  had  no  occafion  for 
•the  luxuries  and  incentives  that 
depraved  and  indulged  appetites 
require.  Mrs.  Steady,  however, 
had  dealt  out  the  pies  and 
plumb  puddings  with  no  fparing 
-hand,  well  knowing  the generofity 

of  the  donors. 

.... 

T° 


[     "4     3 

To  a  man  of  Mr.  Sinclair's 
feelings,  there  could  not  be  a 
more  pleafmg  fight  than  this  par- 
ty  of  innocent  children,  trained 
by  him  in  the  way  they  Jlwuld.go, 
and  now  rewarded  for  their  good 
behaviour,  by  his  r^otjce  and  in- 
dulgence. 

To  the  glutton,  the  game- 
tier,  or  the  felfifli  man  thip  would 
"be  a  dry  obfervation. 

After  dinner  thefe  youpg  vi- 
litors  were  permitted  to  range  the 
pleafure  grounds,  and  to  ainufe 
themfelves,  each  according  to  his 
fancy  till  evening,  when  benches 
;vere  placed  for  them  in  the  ball- 
room, 
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room,  that  they  might  be  ftiH 
further  indulged  with  a  fight  of 
the  decorations  and  the  company 
that  aflembled  in  honour  of  the 
day,  At  nine  o'clock  the  ball 
opened  with  a  minuet  by  Harry 
•QairviHe  and  Fanny  Fairfax,  an 
elegant  little  girl  about  our  he- 
ro's age  ;  (he  deferved  the  high- 
eft,  praife,  but  we  cannot  fpeak 
highef  of  her  than  to  fay  (lie  was 
worthy  to  be  his  partner.  They 
danced  in  a  ftile  that  made  older 
people  blufla,  and  very  unwrlling 
to  dance  after  them.  Mrs.  Sin-. 
,  clair  was  fo  much  charmed  with 
this  graceful,  animated,  little  pair, 

whom 


(he  knew  to  be  as  amia- 
ble as  they  were  beautiful,  tha£ 
(he  was  affefled  to  tears,  and  wept 
aloud  to  the  furprife  of  all  unr 
feeling  fouls,  or  rather  to  the 
wonder  of  thofe  who  had  no 
fouls  at  all.  Soon  after  country 
dances  commenced,  the  Sunday 
Scholars  were  permitted  to  retire^ 
£ach  with  a  plumb  cake  and  a 
piece  of  filver.  They  departed* 
each  with  a  full  retaliation  to  be,- 
have  well,  as  the  only  return 
.they  could  make  their  kind,  in- 
dulgent benefactor,  and  indeed, 

the  only  one  he  \vnhed  or  defired. 

'  •         .--••• 

*'  Forblcffings  cstr  wait  on  virtuous  deeds, 
«  And.  ifeo'  a  laic,  a  fcrc  reward  fuccecds." 

When 
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When  the  fupper  room  was 
opened,  which  was  earl/,  fdr 
nei.her  Harry  nor  Mifs  Fairfax 
were  accuftomed  to  fit  up  late* 
it  exhibited  a  fcene  equally  elfe- 
gmt  and  magnificent.  Mrs. 
Steady  had  exerred  a  1  her  {kill, 
aid  with  wonderful  ingenuity 
had  preferved  the  *idea  of  the 
d-.y.  The  fplendid  ornaments 
do  \n  the/cenre  of  the  table, 
re^refented  every  fpecies  and 
every  implement  of  induftry ; 
nor  was  the  fubftantial  forgot, 
(as  we  have  feen  at  Tome  tables) 
in  the  ornamental,  Ther£  was 

Veil 

-   .    . 
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rfuffieient  to  .fatisfy  the  appetit^,  as 
-  Well  as  to  gratify  the  tafte  of  the 
numerous  guefls  who  attended 
tliis  benevolent  feafly  whictTpro-, 
moted  chafle  delight,  nor  left 
regret  behind. 


**  Tjbis  place  for  foc-al  hou 
May  care  or  angfcifh  never  find  I 
Come,  CTcry  mufc,  without  reflrainf, 
l^et  genifis  prompt,  and  fancy  paint  ; 
Let  wit  and  mirth  with  friendly  flrifc, 
Chear  the  dull  gloois,  which  iaddens  lilc  J 
True  wit,  th^t  firm  to  virtue's  caufe, 
Refpefts  religion  and  the  laws  ; 
True  mirth  that  chearfalne&  fupplies, 
To  modcft  cars  and  defeat  eyes  j 
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Let  r?.efc 'indulge  the'r  livclieft  Tallies,     . 
.1  *"     Both  fcern  the  canker'd  help  of  malice 
True  to  their  country  and  their  friend, 
£«&  icorn  to  flatter  or  offend." 

. 

.    - 


CHAPTER     Vlt. 


TaVe  Fail  lioU  cf  inflruftion,  let  ter  not  go, 
keep  her,  for  fiie  is  thy  life* — Proverb^, 
chap.  iv.  ver.  13. 

HARRY,  who  was  now  of  an  ' 
age  to  require  farther  infiru£lion, 
and  higher  attainments  than  his 
uncle  was  able  to  btftow,  was  in 

.  £  few  days  after  his  birih-day,  to 
quit  home.     In  the  choice  of  a  tu« 

•'lor  Mr.  Clairviile  had  not  bee 


:<"««  ] 

led  :••  afe;by~fafhk>n;or  by 

the  mean  pride  of  placing  his 
nephew  tv!  ere  dukes  and  lords 
Were  to  be  his  companions ;  he 
had  been  guided  folely  by  the 
.character  of  a  man,  who  \vTo::.lck 
<fewas  fure, .pay  as  much  atten- 
tion to  the  moral  as  to  the  fcho- 
I  a  (lie  part  of  his  pupil's' charac- 
ter |  ?fj  the  deep  fenfe 
-ntteman,  a  fcho- 
Blft  >  <  all,  a-  man  of 

n:l  morality. 

•  en  the  niornirg  of  Harry's 
not  a  prrfon  ii 


rsia  their  eyes.     Our  young 

hero, 


hero,  however,  who  had  as  mucli 
fenfibility  as  any  one,  fetthem  an 
example  of  firmnefs.  He  could 
not,  indeed,  quit  fuch  dear  rela* 
tions.  who  had  watched  over  his 
infancy,  with  futh  tender*  unre- 
mitting care,  and  who  had  flu  died 
to  make  every  moment  of  his 
life  honourable  and  happy,  with- 
out fevere  pain  at  heart.  Bwn 
he  knew  that  whatever  they  or- 
fiained,  was  intended  for  his  bene-* 
fit,  and  any  u ft \villingneis  on  bis 
part,  to  comply  with  their  willies* 
would  be  improper,  and  highly 
diftreffing  to  them.  He  confi- 
dered  their  feelings  of  more  con- 

fequcnce 


3 

*  Sequence  than  his  own,  and  he 
..obeyed    their    commands   with 
.apparent  ehearfulnefs,  andafe- 
<  renity  of  temper  that  proved  his 
gratitude,  his  fenfe,  and  his  re- 
gard for  their  peace.     When  the 
carriage  came  to  the  door,  that 
was  to  convey  him  .away,  he  fie^ 
into  it,  without  daring  to  trull 
himfelf  with  that  heart-rending 
word  farewell  !    nor  did  he  hear 
the  numerous  voices  that  were 
r,aifed  iu.prayers  to  God  to  blefs 
him.      Tom  Jenkins   alone  "was 
.frleht ;    for   he  $  was   unable    to 
fpeak.    Mr.  Sinclair,  who  accom* 
papiedhim,  gave  bim  that  prai|e 
L  fo 


fo'dueto  him,  for  his  manly 
per   condu^^^iRfffea^Rtf^    thd 

r  •0T^p%rn9|«ei4      • 

perfons  ;with  whom  he  was  .going 
to  place  hi^n;^weTe-fiich, casein  all 
refpe£F<f/he  wdtil* fieweUT hap* 

•  i  r       t''*^x3iiW  VvoH         i  t 

py  with,  and  that  they  would 
takq:  tfre  -beft  care ,  of  him  ;  put 
him  in  rtiind,  that  tte  difta*fce  b^- 

1  f*  f\  \  JT, 

tweep  them,  was  fo  fliort,  that 
they  fhould  hear  _from  each 
ether  ofteti,  and  that  there  were 
three  vacations  in-  the  year. 

^  Ai  parting,  he  prefcnted  him 
\y^h  a  beautiful  little  watch,  and% 
t^e  feljigwing lines  with  it,  which. 
, .-^s/ppa  aji^was,. felted,. 
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<•  •  • 

Little  monitor,  by  thee 
tet  me  learn  what  I  ihould  b* 
Learn  the  round  of  life  to  fill, 
LLeful  aid  progre.uve  till, 
Thou  can'ft  gentle  hints  impart 
How  to  regulate  the  neart. 
When  I  wind  thec  up  at  night, 
Mark  each  fault,  and  fee  thee  right, 
Let  me  fearch  my  bofum  LOO, 
And  my  dally  thoughts  review; 
Itfark  .he  movement*  of  my  uuud^ 
^»,or  be  eaf)  ,  when  liiad 
^U/         Xaiciu  errors  rife  to  yiew 
Till  ail  be  regular  and  true. 

As  the  diftance  to  the  private 
femmary  was  Oaly  twenty  miles 
fi'orn  Sincld  r  Caiile,  Mr.  Sinclair 
oAi  llaicl-to  introduce  hu  dear 


diarge,  and  returned  the  fame 
evening,  knowing  his  lady  would 
be  impatient  to  hear  how  her 
dear  Harry  had  fupported  his 
fpirits;-  She  was  much  delighted 
vith  the  account  his  uncle  gave 
*f  his',  othaviour ;  all  the  com- 

f      *"  "         '  •  •'  r       '""" 

fort  {he  knew  in  his  abrence,  was 
in  the  fociety  of  Mifs  Fairfax. 
1  fieloVtly  Fanny  was  the  or- 
phan daughter  of  a  gen'leman, 
near'y  related  to  Mis.  Sinclair, 
vrho.  fince  the  death  of  her  pa* 

OJBVilCf  3 

nnts  h^d  adopted  her  entirely 

>hc    was    uncommonly   'clever 
,fadani?  ...        .r  .    7, 
aCt/lc,  andbeauululj  and  no  one 

knew 


<  -  • 

AiM  lo  f 

3  It     ?SV7     Y-T     | 
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yy 

'3"  - 

and  fiiamc  P.  rffba^Wmllfiat  iefi^ 
;  hat  he;th^|regars^lh  ^p^f 
fball.  be,  honoured.—  ?rovefbs,  _c/,ap.    xiii. 

MiJtrallr  . 

°<J'J 


°A<J'  C^e  ^n-hal 

Afi^^^^^el.t 

-  HaiTy  was  ,  lent  fi^m  home,  Mr, 

*h*d$fy^^ 

^^l^]\^S,^^\^^OJ^\l^^dy 

^Md  ^kiy  ./|  |  w«r 


m  the   paths 


e, 


[     129    1 

can  pafs  uncontaminated  through 
the  fiery  ordeal  of  a  public  fchool ; 
but  to  a  boy  like  George,  mife- 
rably  prepared,  they  could  not 
have  given  3.  finer  finifh,  or  de- . 
vifed  a  plan  mo:e  fare  to  fix  his 
habits  of  vice,  folly,  and  extra- 
vagance. To  prevail  upon  him 
however,  to  fet  out,  was  no  eafy 
tafk  ;  he  poffeffed  not  the  fine 
feelings  and  keen  fenfibility  of 
his  amiable  brother  upon  the 
fame  occafion.  No !  all  his  mo- 
tions and  aftions  were  guided 
by  the  love  he  had  for  h  imieif 
and  the  pain  of  leaving  his  pa- 
rents occupied  no  part  of  his 

thoughts^ 


thoughts,  when  he  {lamped,  roar- 
ed and  declared  he  .would  not 
ftir.  He  confidered  only,  tri^t 
he  tfiould  probably  have  fome- 
thing  to  do,  and  that  he  f{;ou|i 

not  pafs  his   time,  quite  fo  much 

•         r        j    •    j  '  i  •      i 

in  eale  and   indolence  as  m  tte 

ftable  or  the  fervants  hall'  at 
hnme.  With  a  gnat  deal  of 
p(  rliia'fion,  and  an  aflurancc 
\vrl  icli  was  too  true,  that  he 
\vould  have  a  great  deal  of  time 
topufs  accord  ng  to  his  own  fan-f 
c\ ,  he  at  lafl,  in  a  very  ungracious 
manner,  confentedto  the  clay  b^ 
ing  fixed  for  his  d  paiture  ;  r^ 

\vas  ericoun-ffed  alfu,   by  his  ill-. 

:  .  •  ,     .   .     " 
judging 

^:0  - 


fr°r!       '-i 
[      M»      ]  -. 

I  iamGn  or[  a^-1 -^  •; 
jur]g!ng  mother,  with  a  promfe 

of  as  mucli  money   as  be,  \vifhetf  t 

3W'rnore  grievous    and  defti active 

indulgence  than  me  had  yet,  in 

her  folly  be  flowed  en  him  !       : 
_,.      '  ,         ,    ,        r 

Thus  prepared,  ana  thus  lent. 

forth,  v;hat  can  be  expecied   to 
follow,    but     increafing    ciigie^ 
ivith  increafmg  a^e,  and  that  the 
condi;6t,  which  in  his  childhood 
ccula  only  be  termed  fully,  would 
in   his  riper  years   become   vice. 
I  will  not  difguit  iny  readers  by* 
following  lus   lieps  through   the 
idle  path  hepurfued  in  :he  courfe- 
of  his  fcholaflic  life,  or   open -.to7 
their  view  Icei:e3  of  rLt  and.  dif-% 
"  oider 


order:  nor  will  they  be  better 
p'eafed  by  attending  him  home 
at  his  vacation^  where  he  was 
now  admitted  one  of  his  mothers 
party  in  the  drawing  room. 
Shall  we  be  enlightened,  inftruft- 
edr  or  even  arnufed,  w  th  modern 
fafliionable  converfaron  ?  Alas  ! 
no.  We  find  it  frivolous,  abfurd 
and  too  often  improper,  for  the 
ch^fte  ear  of  youth. 

Let  us  turn  from  this  dirk 
fide,  aid  lock  towards  the  light 
which  Harry  diffufes  over  our 
hiflory,  in  whole  bread  every 
virtue  w^s  growing  ilronger,  as 
well  by  the  precept,  as  by  the  ex- 
ample 


ir  r§? 


&Pak3;*&MefM^ 

firt&S?  $  ^8  fettfiRfel  MS* 

&£&&*&  A*m  iw 

fiw$i?f  &&«  i*s**w 

^;l^{fc 


^id  ever)? 
^S  llv^  cbedie^  SrM 
cVity,  arid  "that  not  only  from  a 
fenfe   o£  advantage    to   himfelf, 

illiO     <ffll       |7  y     ^  . 

but  wit}i  a  deiire  ot   Ihewmsc  nis 
^rlj  ?bi  v  *  * 

^gratitude  and  affeation'  to  him 

who  was  labouring;'  in  his  TerVire. 
\  Ufi^iH   ^  »•  ••»• 

Ke  felfand  knew  the  ufe  and  va~ 

"  *"' 


.k  due  to  tllofs  who  take,pair>^  to. 

impart 


impart  and  ihftil  into  us   thofc 
qtraliues  which  are^n^TaTy  to' 
fdrra  the  Character  of  a'  fcholar 
and  a  Chriftian.     Harry  was  to*^ 
tally  free  from  any  of  thofe  vile 
tricks  which  often  cotf&ft  kboy ! 
irtto  a  kxrute  *,  he  had  too  ijiuch3 
humanity    to   torment   animals,  ' 
much  lefs  to  tyrannize  over  boys^ 
youngerthan  himfelf.     It 
beneceffary  Co  fay   that 'tic 

(\  *          r^  n  tf 

horred  an  untrudi,  or  thatilne 

i   h-  ^M* 

had  a  proper  contempt  for  t 

whom  he  found  .ipean  enough,"* 
any  time;,  to   filter  ^  * 

un3er  tK^  {hallow  artifi 
i^bnU 

i    be  excelled   ali 
i5  aaoua^^iflOv  40*^-^  .  --  - 
hghte 


oiroj 

£ 


\ 
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tighter  and  lefs  material  branches 
<>f  his  education  ;  he  obeyed  and 
refpefted  all  mafters ;  whatever 
they  undertook  to  teach,  he  con* 
lidered  it  his  duty  to  learn  ;  he 
danced  elegantly.  Nature,  as  if 
determined  to  make  him  quite 
perfeft,  had  given  him  a  melo- 
dious voice  and  an  admirable  ear 
for  mufic  ;  and  he  difcovered 
infinite  tafte  and  (lull  in  draw- 
ing. With  application,  joined 
to  abilities,  and,  at  the  fame  time, 
a  ftri£l  obfervance  of  every  re- 
ligious and  moral  duty,  who  will 
doubt,  that  a  youth,  under  the 
care  of  a  pious*  confcientious  tu- 
tor, 


C  u<"  1 

t6r,mrfl  become  all  that  is 
and  all  iVat  is  amiable.  Such 
ever}'  young  man  ought  to  be* 
find  luch  eve?y  young  rr>an  m  y 
be,  if  parents  negleft  not  their 
pnrt  or  duty,  and  areTufficiemly 
attentive  to  tie  charafler  of 
thofe  to  whom  they  g've  i.p  the 
taiU  of  inflruftion.  But  ^hat 
evil  is  tVere  not  to  be  looked  for 
fn-m  trifling  and  id'e  habits,  in- 
dolently allowed  in  childhood, 
a  i  d  too  flrongly  c^nfinned  b/ 
v  cious  example  and  Lad  com-  ' 


CHA> 


n  tsri  'i  ffg 


is  fsyr  above  JtuweC—  P^vcr,  c 

Icr  10.  ^uff    .no:ttjnfhii 


-Yo-^fe^^a^JoTi 
out  any  .event  wofthy  my  reaft* 

jwTO 7JSfiu  E/ts   3I3fri£x4  ?t 
er's  notice  ;    the    one  T^gur 


purfued  the  path   that 
kappinefs>  the  other  ftill  blindly 

followed 
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followed  the  way   to  deftru&ion. 
*Their     different    chara&ers  lare 
ftrongly  marked  in  their  ftyle  of 
writing*     A  reader,  if  he  has  any 
tafte  or  delicacy,   will  be  ftruck 
with   the  natural  elegance    that 
prevails  in    the  ftyle  of  Harry, 
and  the  vulgarity  and  grofs  felf- 
Mhnefs   that   difcovers    itfelf  in 
that  of  his  brother.      They  are 
not  altered  in   a  word  from  the 
original.     At  the  time  of  writing 
them,    Harry   was    fix  teen,   and 
George  feventeen*         ^ 


Harry 


\ 

Harry  Clairvilje  to  his  Aunt, 

dear  Madam, 


Time  does  not  fly 
quite  fo  faft  here  as  it  did  at  Sin- 
clair Caftle  during  the  holidays  $ 
though  I  hope  to  make  the  hours 
appear  lefs  tedious  between  this 
and  the  next  vacation,  by  induf- 
try.  I  thank  you  for  the  books 
I  found  in  my  trunk  ;  but  I 
thought,  my  dear  madam,  "you 
underftood  better  the  ufage  of 
books  here,  than  to  have  them  fo 
elegantly  bound  ;  they  are  bet* 
tef  fiuted  to  the  library  of  Mifs 

M  Fairfax. 


Fairfax    No  boys 

life,- 1  believe,  of  the  infide  t>f •-/ 
every  author,  than  we  da,  but  w? 
are  very  apt    to   disfigure,   and 
pay  very  little  regard  to  the  oufcy.'l 
fide.     However,  as  your  gift,  I 
will  take    all  poffible    care    of 
them.     Pray    tell    Mifs    Fairfax 
that  I  will  not  fail  to  fludy  ascj  > 
improve  myfelf  ill  Italian,  that  f^{ 
may  be  better   able  to   conver(eoi 
with    her,  next  time  I   return^ 
She  did  me  the  honour  todefir^Q 
I  would  recommend  fome  books  - 
to"  her  ;  fhe  is  weary,  {he  tells  m^j} 
of  hiftory,  which  isvaoi€iHin^»pf 
11011  vdttly  ^f  crim^rfjasjfcJoB^&t/ 

cuiw  buv 
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but  it  is  fit  to  know  the  evil  with 
which  the  world  abounds,  that 
we  may  avoid  it.  Any  recom- 
mendation of  books  to  one  who 
lives  with  you,-  dear  madam^ 
would  be  prefumption  in  me  ;  for 
all  the  knowledge  I  have  is  de* 
rived  from  you.  To  your  tafle  ' 
to^your  judgement,  then,  I  refer 
her  ;  though  I  am  not  infenfible 
to  the  compliment  (he  has  paid 
me.  I  beg  you  will  tell  frer,  I 
fhould  be  obliged  to  her  for  the 
notes  of  that  duet  I  attempted  to  " 
fidg  with  her,  that  I  may  pratlice 
it;- arid  perform  better  the  next 
time  I  have  the  happinefs  to  be , 
.  *  with 


C    Mi    ) 

you.  I  have  no  occafion 
for  money,  and  what  you  gave 
me  when  I  came  away,  was  quite 
fufficient.  We  have  every  thing 
here  we  can  wifh.  I  muft  bid 
you  adieu!  a  few  oM  Grecians 
are  waiting  for  me.  Tell  Mifs 
Fairfax,  they  are  not  fiich  enter- 
taining companions  as  Metaftafio, 
and  fome  others  we  were  talk- 
ing of. 

With  affecHonate  compliments 
to  Mifs  Faiifax,  and  duty  to  my 
uncle  and  yourfelf,  I  am, 
My  dear  Madam, 
Gratefully  &  affectionately  yours, 
CLAIRVILLE. 
P.  S.I  lend 


P*  S*  J  fend,  you   fomerlitfes 

jw-o,  n .-  ;    .  •      .  .          / 


feen  by  no. one  but  yourfeff. 

-      ,- 

_ 

1  \€onld  not  change  my  cheerful  peace  of  mind, 

jforall  the  wealth  the  world  has  to  beftow  i 
The^ure  refledions,of  a  heart  refin'd,      1 
Yield  the  firft  blifs  we  can  enjoy  belo\r. 

II 
Hail;' fbvereign  virtue. I    thoaa  whofe  mighty 

power 

Cap  blunt  the  fharpeft  grief  affliction  bears  j 
Can  yield  relief  in  mifery's  darkeft  hour, 

AjKTraiTe  tne  heart  Jcprefl:  by  heavieft  cares* 

i 
JII. 

Ah  fay,  what  pleafure'can  that  bofomknow 

'folds  the  pangs  of  viceper-^ 
-      -*•«• 


ttoa  *elov 
,  43goai<tofcfrde. 

nr/iv. 


:l,r  ;  ft&ete-pathiefs  defart  s,  firetch  'd,  on  eithei?liand 
Reflfcft  with  tenfold  force  the  Solar  /ay, 


. 

If  chance  the  furious  whirlwind  fodden  rife, 

Mighty  as  Boreas,  \rhen  he  fhakes  ^Qnain, 
Lifting  huge  clouds  of  fand  into  the  ikies. 
.  _     JrVhich  threat'ning  death,  o'erhang  the  dark 

eVd  plain  ; 

oa  fa  d  pvM  M$ 

'in  x-ain,  with  fruidefs  iearch,  and  necikf  care. 
.     He  feeks  from  certain  death  a  near  refloat; 
^      *Wori)fby  fatigue,  and  hreathlefs  with  defpair, 
He  waift  in  filent  a"gony  his        ^^^ 

jiw 


va^n»  joins  the  gay  crowd,  in  falhion'i 
train  j 


*« 
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A  guilty  coufcience  fills  the  mind  with  grief. 

And  tinges  every  gaudy  fcene  with  pain  ; 

VIII. 

Whilft  virtue,  though  by  penury  depreft,  ' 
.      Purfa'd  by  malice,  perfidy,  and  ft  rife, 
Finds  calm  content  in  her  own  peaceful  breaiU 

And  rifes  far  above  the  ills  of  life. 


George  Clairville  to  his  Mother. 
Dear  Mother, 

I  got  all  your  letters, 
but  have  had  no  time  to  anfWer 
none  of  them.  I  (hall  be  obliged 
to  you  to  fend  me  fome  new 
pocket-handkerchiefs,  and  fome 
new-falhion  waiftcoats,  with  three 
i>r  four  capes,  of  diffeient  co- 
lours, 
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afi'l  pray  put 'as  *r,uch 
iiioney-as  you  can  into  the  par? 
cjl.  tcrtf, am  very-  poar.  My  la- 
the r  thought  twenty-guineas  was 
s  great  deal  to  bring  to  fchool, 
ibut  it  is  not  half  To  much  as  L'>rd 
Squander  and  Sir  Harry  Harpy 
A  ring  with  them.  Breakfalhng 
4ai  tKe  colfee  houfe,  as  we  d,), 
-^olts  a  good  d  -al,  and  you  don't 
Ike  I  inould  be-in  debt.  Tell 
t  c butler  he  is  very  clear  fi^ht  d 
\viiii  Lis  old  eyes,  but  it  was  not 
uv*  1  e  law  at  Alert,  racts,  it  was 
her  ...boy  very  l;ke  me.  i 
ha\e  lott  the  watch  you  gave  me; 
ycu  li^d  better  iCiid  me  anoth  r, 

auvi 
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o'ndfiy  nothing  of  it  to  my  father. 
I  ha\e  halt  rr.y  thumb  in  a  bat- 
4*fe(i&th  Lord  Squander,  who 
bragged  of  having  more  money 
f.than.  you  could  afford  to  gi.e 
inie^fo  )oumuii  exeufe  ihe  bad 
truing.  Send  the  things  din  ftly, 
,'and  don't  forget  the  money.  I 
v  don't  think  <there  i^  any  occdfion 
1to  learn  French,  or  dancing  ;  the 
'-dar,c;ng  mafter  is  fuch  a  queer 
fellow,  we  always  quiz  him. 
1  am 

Your  dutiful  Son, 
GEORGE  CLAIRVILL&, 
••-"  ^  no 
^iii  I>ii3, 
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We  (hall  make  no  comment 
on  thefe  letters  ;  it  requires  very 
little  difcernment  to  mark  the 
contraft  of  chara£ler,  fo  firongly 
delineated. 

Mrs.  Sinclair  had  employed 
]-er  whole  time  in  embellifhing 
\vith  every  brilliaRt  accomplifh. 
inent,  the  mtural  elegant  mind 
of  her  favourite  Fanny.  We 
ivifli  to  prefent  a  pifture  of  her 
to  our  readers,  at  the  age  of  fif- 
teen ;  but  where  (hall  we  find  lan- 
guage to  do  juflice  to  a  form,  pof- 
feffing  every  grace  and  beauty, 
and  a  mind  replete  with  every 
virtue  ?  Her  countenance,  the 

true 


ev- 

T^Tde§?fylffifpMye*AbMdnefs  and 
fereniiy  of  her  temper.     Truth, 
honour,  integrity,  piety,  delicacy, 
-purity,  in  a  word  every  To! id  vir- 
Hftfe^as^fitipla^M^n^  her  foul  ; 
8nilM'3riTghlf  adorned  with  every 
ornamental    part    of  education, 
(he  excelled  in  dancing,  drawL .g, 
nuific,    &c.  She  had 'acquired  a 
^,"  llffiftSJf  tafte  for  the  real  beauties 
to  deter  her  from 
trafh  that  is  To  tibe- 
i  on  the  public,  un- 
of  novels ;    if:  any 
fh^her  way,  flic 
ar-. 
**"*  !  -  mour 
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tnour  ;    (he  had  no  fancied  fe- 
male *iend  to  {cribble*  t£,rnor; 
ha<l  (he:ever  heard  of  heroines,/ 
Wio,  urged  on   by  "the  thorny^ 
point,  of  bare  diftrefs,"  embroider  ° 
in*  garrets  to  fupport  themfel' 
It]will  be  needlefs  to  add,  that  (he 
•vvsis  totally  free    from  that  great 
deformer  of  the  female  eharafter, 
afftftation  ;  her  modeft  diffidence 
often  kept  her  filent,   in  a  circle 
of -loquacious   females,  Xvhere,  if 
fenfe  and  information  had  been 
confidered-  as     peceffary  ingre- 
dients in  converfation,  fhe  v;ould 
have  been  the'  only  Ipdaker.    She 
pouW/.canverfe  without  having 

f> 


recourfe  to  fuch  topics  as  fa- 
fhionable  places  of  amufement, 
dreft,  or  the  more  pernicious 
and  difgufiing  fubjeft  of  flirts 
and  beaux.  Scandal,  bafe  talk  ! 
fell  not  fro'm  her  lips,  nor  indeed 
ever  came  to  her  ears ;  the  f-  nfe 
and  judgment  of  Mis.  Sinclair 
made  her  nice  in  tne  cnoice  of 
her  company,  efpecially  while 
fhe  had  fuch  dear  perfons  under 
her  care,  who,  on  account  of 
their  youth,.were  open  to  every 
iinpieflion. 

We  do  not  wonder    that  the 
lovely  Fanny   was    the   delight 
and  comfort  of  her  Lfe  ;  (he  en- 
deared 
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der.rrd  herfelf  by  "her  condefcen-  ' 
Con.  her  obedience,  her  affection- 
ate and  attentive  difpofi lion,  and 
her  turn  for  the  domett  ic  enjoy, 
rrents  of  life.  She  could  be 
happy  without  feeking  for  amufe- 
inent  in  affernblies,  cardf,  &c. 
In  a  word,  fhe  was  what  every 
young  woman  ougH  to  be,  and 
piefents  us  another  inftance  o* 
the  happy  efftfis  that  never  fail 
to  .reward  early  and  unremitting 
care  and  attention. 


.  -  -  *- 


CHAP- 
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"    ^          >-.-^^~-r-       =rr—  —  T  .  —  -.          . 

- 

. 


^1o^>"     -  -•   -• 

rowardnefs  is  in  his  heart,  he  defireth  .mif- 
chief  continually,  he  fc  wtth  difcord.  —  Pro- 
^brbs,  chap.  vi.  ver.  14. 

h  v 


ACH  returning  vacation  that 
bf  ought  Harry  home,  \vas  anxi- 
oiifly  ex^fted  at  Sinclair  Caf- 
tle  ;  he  added  tothe  brilliancy  of 
their  fociety,  and  converfatiori 
gladdened  every  hour  and  checr- 
td  every  heari.  At  one  of  thefe 
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periods ,  upon  the  day  on  winch-* 
he  was  to  arrive,  to  their  great 
furprize,  fome  hours  before  him* 
George  Clairville  made  his  ap- 
pearance ;  he  had  very  feldorn 
vifited  his  uncle,  never  without 
invitation,  and  his  conduct  had 
given  fufficient  occafion  for  that 
invitation  to  have  ceafed  for  fome 
time  ;  they  now  felt  therefore^ 
how  much  his  prefence  would 
take  from  the  pleafure  they  had 
propofed  to  themfelves  during 
his  brother's  flay  with  them  ;  po- 
litenefs,  however,  forced  them  to 
conceal  their  chagrin,  but  with 
Vhat  mingled  pity  and  contempt, 

did 


, 

did  they  behold  him,  when  by  a 

letter  from  his  father,  the  caufe  of 
his  vifit  was  explained.  His  fa- 
ther entreated  Mr.  Sinclair  to 
receive  him,  as  he  was  obliged  to 
attend  Mrs,  Clairville  to  Lifbon^ 
on  account  of  the  dangerous 
ft  ate  of  health  to  which  her  fon's 
condufl  had  reduced  her,  and  as 
it  would  be  only  a  few  weeks  be. 
fore  he  was  to  go  to  the  univer- 
fity,  hoped,  for  that  interval,  they 
would,in  pity  to  her,  proteft  him. 
Mr.  Sinclair  beheld  his  nephew 
with  more  difguft  than  ever,  after 
he  had  read  this  letter,  but  refpeft 
to  his  filter's  requeft,  added  to 
N  his 
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his  natural  good  breeding  an5 
hofpitality,  made  him  diflemble 
bis  feelings  ;  and  with  the  beft 
grace  he  could,  he  bid  George 
-welcome  to  his  houfe,  where  he 
had  not  been  long,  before  the 
gloom  which  he  had  occafioned 
was  dif pelted  by  Harry's  arrival. 
The  filent  folemnity  that  reigned 
|n  the  houfe  a  minute  before,  was 
changed  to  a  tumult  of  joy.  Mrs 
Sinclair  and  Mifs  Fairfax  laid 
afide  their  work;  Mr.  Sinclair's 
.countenance  brightened  again ; 
honeft  Tom  came  blulhing  in,  to 
afk  his  friend  and  matter  how  he 
Ad;  the  old  butler  and  Mrs.. 

Stead/ 
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Steady  joftle'd  each  other  at  the 
door,  driving  which  (hould  get 
in  fir  ft  to  make  the  fame  enquiry; 
Mrs.  Steady  very  Shrewdly  ob- 
ferved  there  was  no  need  to  aflc 
Mr.  Harry  how  he  did,  he  looked' 
fo  charming.  Her  matter  fmiled 
— Mifs  Fairfax  blufhed.  Why 
Mifs  Fairfax  blufhed  we  cannot 
exaftly  fay,  probably  at  finding 
her  "thoughts  agree  with  an  old 
houfekeeper's.  George,  who  did 
not  want  natural  underftanding, 
though  it'was  loft  in  idlenefs  and 
negleft,  could  not  but  perceive 
the  different  reception  given  to 
him  and  to  his  brother,  and  de- 
VH  tenuined 
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termined  in  his  heart  to  take  t e- 
venge.  To  do  him  juflice,  liow^ 
ever,  it  was  more  to  indulge  a  ha- 
bit of  wanton  fport,  than  from 
any  malice,  that  he  formed  this 
refolution.  Harry's  happinefs 
was  for  fome  time  confiderably 
broken  in  upon  by  the  news  of 
his  mother's  illnefs ;  for  though 
lie  had  not  lived  much  with  them, 
nor  ever  received  from  them  any 
flrong  marks  of  regard,  he  had 
e  great  natural  affeftion  for  his 
parents  ;  a  principle  which  Mr. 
Sinclair  took  care  to  inculcate 
and-nourifh  in  him.  Accounts 
liewever  having  been  received  of 
*  »'  Mr§, 
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Mrs.  Clairville's  being  rather  bet- 
ter, and  the  higheft  hopes  being 
entertained  from  her  voyage  to 
Lifbon,  the  family  at  Sinclair 
Caftle  gave  way  freely  to  all  the 
mirth  and  joy  that  Harry's  com- 
pany naturally  diffufed,  and  not 
even  George's  prefence  could 
difpeL  Reading,  working,  walk- 
ing,, or  riding,  alternately  employ- 
ed the  morning  ;  in  mufic,  fing- 
ing,  or  dancing,  gaily  pafled  the 
evening.  All  was  love  and  har- 
mony, except  in  the  mind  of 
George.,  who  envied  happinefs  he 
had  nottafte  to  enjoy.  He  hated 
jnufic,  becaufe  he  did  not  under- 
fill!* 


ftand  it ;  for  the  fame  reafon  he 
difliked  dancing,  becaufe  he  had 
not  learnt  to  excel  in  it.  Books 
\vere  his  averfion  for  they  told 
him  truths  he  could  not  bear  to 
hear.  In  the  midft  of  the  fineft 
piece  of  mufic,  he  generally  left 
the  room,  and  would  prefer  feeing 
the  groom  rub  down  the  horfes 
to  hearing  Mifs  Fairfax  play  or 
fmg,  though  flie  did  both  in  the 
higheftftile.  At  other  times  he 
found  amufement  in  frightening 
poor  Steady  and  the  maids  by 
throwing  fquibs  and  crackers 
amongft  them.  One  evening 
witkniore  ill  humour  than  wit,  he 


Vent  into  the  room  where  a  defort 
was  fet  out  with  more  than  com- 
mon care,  for  an  entertainment 
the  next  day,  and  overturned  the 
whole  ;  difplaced  and  jumbled 
all  things  together,  put  vinegar 
to  the  creams,  pepper  and  fait  to 
the  ices,  and  muftard  and  oil  to 
the  preferves.  Fortunately  for 
poor  Mrs.  Steady  fhe  found  out 
the  mifchief  in  time  to  prepare- 
again  for  the  table,  or  it  would 
have  been  the  old  lady's  death. 
As  it  was,  fhe  declared,  if  Mr. 
George  was  to  ftay  there  much 
longer,  dear  as  fhe  loved  her 
lady,  {he  mufl  go  away.  "  He 

doe* 


does  not/'  faid  (he,  "  know  what 
to  do  with  himfelf,  fo  he  is  always 
in  mifchief." — A  very  fhrewdob-  . 
fervation  of  Mrs.  Steady's,  for 
there  is  nothing  which  leads  more 
certainly  to  crimes  and  follies 
than  not  knowing  how  to  pafs  our 
vacant  hours  ;  and  you  might  a* 
well  let  a  bear  loofe  about  your 
houfe,  as  an  uneducated  ignorant 
boy.  They  were  fitting  one 
evening,  a  family  party,  -Al  how- 
ever employed  in  fome  way  or 
other,  but  George,  who  was  faft 
afleep,  when  the  butler  came  i 
with  the  parrot's  cage  empty  in 
his  hand.  "  Oh  !  Mr.  Harry,33  laid 


lie,  c<  fomebody  has  been  wicked 
enough  to  let  poor  Poll  out ;  no- 
body has  been  in  the  room  fince 
{he  was  fed,  they  all  declare,  but 
Mr.  George  ;  fure  he  would"  ne~ 
ver  do  fuch  a  cruel  thing,  though, 
(I  beg  your  pardon,  Sir,)  I  do 
think  he  is  bad  enough,  and 
what's  worfe,  (but  I  thought  it 
proper  to  tell  you.  Sir,)  Tom  Jen- 
kins has  been  gone  feveral  hours, 
nobody  knows  where  ;  its  pitch 
dark,  and  rains  as  hard  as  it  can 
pour.  As  foon  as  he  heard  the 
poor  bird  was  gone,  he  faid  he 
^new  how  much  you  loved  it,  and 
that  you  had  taught  it  to  call  Aiifs 

Fanny, 
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Fanny,  and  vowed  he  woulj  not 
come  back  till  he  had  found  it; 
for  my  part  I  don't  know  which 
to  be  moft  forry  for,  poor  Pojl, 
or  Tom :  I  greatly  fear  he  will 
come  to  Tome  harm,  for  he  is  not 
ufed  to  be  out  in  the  night."  Mr. 
Sinclair  awoke  his  nephew 
George,  with  no  gentle  touch* 
and  demanded  in  a  flern  accent,. 
"  did  you,  fir,  let  loofe  the  bird 
which  you  knew  your  brother 
valued  ?>?  Geoige  rubbed  his  eyes, 
and  muttered  out,  "  Hang  the 
Parrot,  I  did  not  know  anything 
about  its  being  a  favourite ;  it 
a  horrid  noifc,  fol  put  it 
up 


up  in  a  tree,  and  I  fliould  have 
fetched  it  in  again  if  I  had  not 
forgot,  it;  but  its  very  foolifh  to  be 
fo  fonl  of  birds,  and  make  fuch  a 
fufs  about  them."  "  I  with,  Sir/* 
faid  his  uncle,  "  you  were  fond 
of  things  as  innocent."  What 
more  he  might  have  faid  on  the 
occafion  was  prevented  by  Tom's 
coming  in,  dripping  wet,  and  Poll 
chattering  and  biting  his  fingers 

.  all  the  way  he  came.  "  Oh,  my 
good  friend  Tom,"  faid  Harry* 
"  lam  glad  to  fee  you;  where  did 
you  find  my  poor  parrot?  '  "Why, 
Sir/'  replied  Torn.,  «  I  was  direft- 

•  e4  by  fome  b.oys>  who  faw  her  fly 

towards 


towards  Farmer  Cartwriglu's,  and 
after  going  fome  way  I  began  to 
defpair,  as  it  grew  dark,  of  ever 
finding  her,  when  fortunately  I 
knocked  at  the  door  of  a  cottage 
to  beg  fhelter  from  the  rain,  which 
then  fell  in  torrents.  I  was  anfwer- 
ed  by  an  old  woman,  who  cried 
out> <c  Ah  !  flop  a  little  ;  I  would 
not  let  you  in  if  you  were  a  king, 
till  I  have  killed  this  devil.  You 
toad  you,  do  you  think  you  (hall 
fpoil  my -gar  den  and  bite  my  rin- 
gers for  nothing  ?  I'll  roaft  you 
for  fupper,  that  I  will.  Ah!  you 
may  fly,  I'll  fetch  you  down,  I 
warrant  me."  If  it  had  not  been 

.for 
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fSr  the  word  fly,  and  Poll  being 
uppermoft  in  my  imagination, I 
believe- 1  fhouldhave  flown  my- 
felf,  at  the  found  of  intended  mur- 
der, in  fucha  lonely  place,  and  in 
fuch  a  difmal  night;  but  convinced 
in  my  own  mind,  that  her  enemy 
\vas  no  other  than  your  parrot* 
Sir,  and'  thinking  there  was  no 
time  to  be  loft,  I  put  my  foot  to 
the  door,  which  I  found  it  requi- 
red no  great  force  to  bur  ft  open,, 
when  I  beheld,  as  I  had  fufpe&ed, 
poov  Poll  feated  upon  a  cup- 
board's head,  and  defending  her- 
felf  very  fkilfully  againt  the  old 
Voman  and  her  broom ;  the  mo- 
ment 


[     i63     ] 

merit  I  appeared,  the  bird  called 
out,  as  I  had  taught  her,  <:  How 
do  you  do.  Torn."  Upon  hear^ 
ing  fo  clear  a  fentence,  fo  aptly- 
applied  from  the  voice  of  a  bird* 
the  old  woman  fell  into  an  agony 
of  furprife  and  horror,  and  knelt 
Crfl  to  Poll  and  then  to  me,  be- 
feeching  us  not  to  kill  her  ;  for 
fhe  concluded  one  to  be  a  witch 
and  the  othc-r  a  wizard;  and  it 
vas  with  no  linall  difficulty,  I 
convinced  her  that  we  intended 
her  no  harm.  Finding  that  Mrs. 
Pell  had  made  great  depredation 
on  hei  garden  and  her  fingers,  I 
repaid  the  damage  as  well  as  I  was 

able, 
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able,  and  fupplied  her  with  the 
means  of  procuring  a  better  fup- 
per,  than  if,  as  fhe  defigned,  fh£ 
had  killed  and  roafted  our  poor 
bird  here.  We  parted  good 
friends,  and  to  her  lanthorn  I  an* 
indebted  for  .  finding  my  way 
home/' 

This  ftory  of  Tom  s,  reftored 
peace  and  good  humour  again  to 
all.  George,,  at  Harry's  requeft, 
-fras  forgiven.  Mrs.  Poll  was 
carcfTed  and  fed  ;  and  her  kind 
defender,  Torn,  amply  rewarded 
for  his  trouble,  by  the  thanks  and 
praifes  of  a  mafter  who  was  dearer 
to  him  than  his  life.  Mr.  Sinclair, 
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Who  faw  much  malice  in  this  affc 
of  George's,  determined  to  haften 
his  departure,  in  which  refolution 
he  was  confirmed  by  a  circum- 
ftance  which  happened  foon  af- 
ter Poll's  adventure.  We  mention 
indeed,  only  a  few  of  the  many 
tranfaclions  of  this  idle  youth, 
which  rendered  his  abode  uneafy 
to  this  regular  and  delightful  fa- 
mily. To  tell  all  his  exploits 
would  difguft  and  tire.  Jenkins 
came  in  one  morning  during 
breakfaft,  with  a  meffage  from  a 
farmer  in  the  neighbourhood,  who 
defircd  to  return  two  guineas  to 
Mr.  .Harry  Clairville.  He  was 

very 
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f  s 

rerV  angry  with  his  wife  when  he 
came  home,  for  taking  more  than 
three  out  of  the  five  he  had  been 
fo  good  as  to  fend.  Harry* 
deeply  bluming,  with  much  hefi- 
tation  and  impatience  in  his  man- 
ner, exclaimed,  "  No!  no!  no!  tell 
him  to  take  the  whole ;  it  is  not 
too  much ;  but  why  did  you  bring 
it  here  ?  Foolifli  man !  why  did 
he  or  you  fay  any  thing  about  it?" 
'<  Nay,"  faid  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sin- 
clair both  in  a  breath,  "  now,  my 
dear  Harry,  you  have  raifed  a  cu- 
riofity  that  muft  be  fatisfied.'* 
Mifs  Fairfax,  who  had  rifen  from 
breakfaft?  to  finim  a  painting  which 
O  fte 
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fiie  was  about,  made  the  leaved 
blue  and  the  flowers  green,  and 
George  now  thought  it  his  turn 
to  triumph.  "  Oh !  oh !"  faid  he, 
'*  the  demure,  the  peerlefs  Harry, 
ls  not  without  his  fchemes,  his  fe- 
crets,  and  his  private  expences. 
Pray  tell  us  Harry,  what  makes 
you  blulh  f6  ?"  Nothing  but  a  fneer 
jike  this,  would  have  provoked 
him  to  fay,  Ct  You,  brother!  it  is 
for  you  I  blufnf '  More  than  this, 
not  all  his  aunt's  perfuafion.  his 
uncle's  commands,  or  the  lovely 
Fanny's  inquifnive  looks,  would 
force  from  him.  But  Tom  Jen- 
kins, not  quite  fo  refined  as  his 

inaSer, 
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matter,  at  leaft  infenfible  to  every 
fenfation  but  that  of  refentment, 
for  the  fufpicion  call  on  Harry's 
honour,  with  fome  warmth  de- 
clared, heedlefs  of  Harry's  nods 
and  figns  to  keep  him  filent,  that 
the  money  was  fent  to  the  Far- 
mer, to  make  him  amends  for  thfc 
damage  Mr.  George  had  done  to 
his  corn,  and  the  injury  done  to 
his  man,  by  beating  him,  for  en- 
deavouring to  prevent  his  riding 
over  it. "  Iwas  fent.  Sir,"  faid  he  to 
Mr.  Sinclair,  "  for  fear  the  know- 
ledge of  it  fhould  give  you  any 
uneafinefs." — ss  I  thought  indeed," 
faid  Mr.  Sinclair,—"  I  thought !'» 
interrupted 
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interrupted  his  aunt,  and  "  f< 
thought!"  fell  like  gentle  echo 
from  the  lips  of  Fanny,  and  like 
echo  might  have  died  away,  if 
Harry  had  not  turned  round,  and 
in  the  fofteft  accents,  demanded 
"  -What  did  my  fweeteft  Fanny 
ccndefcend  to  think  ?"  Whether 
the  dear  maid  could  anfwer  this? 
or  whether  (he  would  have  dip 
clefed  her  thoughts  to  him,  inno- 
cent as  they  were,  remains  a  doubt  -T 
for  George,  in  courfe  and  loud 
language,  accompanied  by  a  fneer, 
anfwered  for  her,  (t  think  *  why 
fhe  thinks  you  all  perfection  I 
fuppofe.".— <c  Nephw  Clairville," 

bid 
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faid  Mr.  Sinclair,  with  a  more 
flern  countenance  than  we  thought 
him  able  to  put  on,  "  retire  to 
your  dreffing  room  ;  deep  refent- 
ment,  like  deep  grief,  is  dumb. 
The  time  is  now  come  for  your 
departure  ;  my  carriage  {hall  be 
ready  in  half  an  hour,  to  convey 
you  to  the  univerlity.  Remenu 
ber  when  you  are  there,  that  your 
mother's  life  or  death  is  in  your 
power.  If  fuch  a  conviftion  has 
no  influence  on  your  conduft,  all 
I  can  fay  will  have  no  avail.  If 
I  hear  that  you  live  a  regular, 
proper  life,  with  due  attention  to 
your  ftudies,  I  will  recieve  you, 

again, 


again,  and  all  that  has  paft  fliall 
be  forgotten." 

His  aunt  and  Harry  felt  more 
for  him  on  this  humiliating  occa- 
fion,much  more,  it  mud  be  cpn- 
fefled,  than  he  felt  for  himfelf. 
Even  Fanny,  in  her  compaflion, 
pardoned  his  having  encreafed 
the  rofes  on  her  cheeks.  The 
mifguided  youth,  unfeeling  as  he 
was  unprincipled,  quitted  thefe 
amiable  relations  without  regret, 
and  without  mortification  at 
knowing  he  was  not  regretted. 
His  departure  reflored  the  cattle 
to  its  wonted  charm  of  peace  and 
order.  Harry  could  read,  fing,  or 
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walk  with  Fanny,  free  from 
coarfe jokes,  or  noify  interrup- 
tions. Fanny  could  enjoy  the 
company  of  her  tame  birds  and 
animals,  without  fear  of  their  be- 
ing tormented  or  deftroyed. 
Tom  Jenkins  rejoiced,  for  the 
fake  of  the  dogs  and  horfes.  Mrs. 
Steady  prayed  God  to  forgive  her, 
but  (he  wiflied  (he  might  never 
fee  his  face  again.  Phrophetic 
with !  when  George  left;  his  un- 
cle's, he  left  it  for  ever. 


CHAPTER    XI. 


As  righteoufnefs  tendcth  unto  life,  fo  he  that 
purfueth  evi!,  purfueth  it  to  his  own  death. — • 
.'.  Proverbs,  chap.  xvii.  ver.  17. 

T^OO  faft  fly  the  moments  that 
bring  on  the  day  of  fepara- 
tion  from  thofe  we  love;  and 
time,  who  drags  a  heavy  chain 
amidft  the  worthlefs  and  the  idle, 
with  the  virtuous,  and,  of  courfe, 
the  happy,  fleets  imperceptibly 
away.  It  had  been  determined 

that 


C    '79    ]  . 

that  Harry  {hould  follow  his  bro- 
ther to  the  univerfity  in  fix 
months ;  alas  !  the  moment  came, 
when  they  thought  a  very  few 
weeks  had  paffed.  His  ftay,  how- 
ever, was  for  fome  time  pro- 
longed, from  a  fatal  caufe.  A 
letter  from  his  father  informed 
him,  that  his  mother  had  died  of 
a  broken  heart,  that  he  himfelf 
had  determined  to  end  his  days 
in  a  foreign  country,  his  own  be- 
ing rendered  miferable  to  him  by 
the  lofs  of  his  wife,  and  the  con- 
duft  of  his  eldeft  fon,  who  was 
equally  loft  to  him,  to  the  world^. 
and  to  himfelf;  that  he  had  in. 

vainf 
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rain,  tried  every  art  to  reclaim 
him,  but  he  neither  regarded  his 
advice,  nor  anfwered  his  letters  : 
and  that  he  was  well  informed, 
his  mother's  unhappy  death  had 
made  no  imprerTion  on,  or  alter- 
ation in  him .  That  he  had  taken 
care  to  make  a  provifion  for  him, 
fufficient  for  the  necefiaries  of 
life,  and  after  referving  enough 
for  the  purpofes  of  retirement, 
had  made  over  his  whole  eflate 
to  Harry.  This  information,  to 
a  fordid  man,  might  have  been  a 
confolation,  but  he  had  not  been 
trained  in  the  fchooloffelfifhnefs; 
and  the  latter  part  of  .the  letter, 

pained 


pained  him  equaHy  with  the  reft. 
But  in  the  fame  moment  that  he 
recievect  the  intelligence,  he  re- 
folved,  (though  his  father  had  ta- 
ken proper  care  that  he  Ihould 
not  refign  the  eftate,)  that  his 
brother  Ihould  enjoy  the  profits 
of  it.  It  was  not  to  be  expected, 
eftranged  as  he  had  been  from 
his  parents,  from  his  earliefl  in- 
fancy, that  he  mould  feel  for 
them  the  ftrong  affeftion  which 
was  due  to  his  uncle  and  aunt ; 
yet  he  poffefled  a  fenfibility  of 
|ieart,  that  made  him  fuffer  the 
fevereft  forrow  for  the  -  misfor- 
tunes of  his  family  ;  and  it  was  a 

long 


long  time  after  this  grievous  ac- 
count, before  he  had  health  or 
ipirits  to  quit  his  friends,  or  en- 
counter a  meeting  with  his  bro- 
ther. It  was  a  comfort  to  him 
that  he  was  not  to  be  of  the  fame 
college  ;  for,  as  if  unworthy  bo- 
dies had  the  power  of  attrafting 
each  other,  George  was  placed 
where  flender  difcipline  and  bad 
fociety  encreafed  his  failings,  and 
•added  to  them  the  deflruftive  vice 
of  drinking.  Harry  was  fent  to 
a  college  of  a  very  different  caft, 
the  head  of  it  was  a  man  of  a 
-very  fuperfor  nature  ~  in  him 
were  united  every  quality  that 

can 
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Can  enrich  the  fouh  and  all  thd 
polifhed  elegance  that  can  adorn 
the  man.  No  wonder  that  the 
fociety  under  fuch  a  matter,  fhould 
b£  fuperior  to  any  other  in  the? 
uhiverfity,  and  there  our  hero 
found  himfelf  as  happy  as  he 
could  be  any  where  from  home. 
He  had  a  tutor,  almoft  as  young 
as  himfelf,  whom  we  would  atr 
tempt  to  praife,  if  new  words 
fcould  be  coined  for  the  purpofe, 
but  language  fails  ;  the  common 
epithets,  to  comftion  merit,  will 
not  convey  an  adequate  idea  of 
his  worth  ;  and  we  muft  imitate 
the  painter,  who  draws  a  curtain,  * 

to 


to  conceal  the  feelings  he  found 
his  art  unable  to  ex prefs. 

.  Harry  feldom  faw  his  brother, 
as  George  carefully  avoided  the 
fociety  of  one  fo  uncongenial  to 
himfelf ;  but  poor  Harry  was  of- 
ten deeply  mortified  to  find  that 
in  every  drunken  riot  in  the  ftreet, 
or  what  too  often  difgraces  the 
univerfity,  noify  tumults  at  pub- 
lic places,  George  Clairville  was 
always  at  the  head.  This  unea- 
fmefs,  however,  was  of  fhort  du- 
ration ;  as  every  crime  brings  its 
own  punifliment,  George,  by  his 
folly  and  intemperance,  foon  put 
an  end  to  his  wretched  life.  In 
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the  firft  half  year  of  Harry's  re- 
iidence  at  Oxford,  and  in  a 
twelvemonth  after  the  death  of 
his  mother,  at  a  midnight  revel, 
"where  he  had  boafted  that  he 
could  drink  even  more  than  Tiis 
companions,  he  was  feizedwitha 
fever,  and  in  three  days,  without 
one  hope  to  footh  the  bed  of  death, 
or  one  friend  to  fhed  for  him  a 
pitying  tear,  he  died. 

Mr.  Sinclair,  as  foon  as  he 
hearedthe  melancholy  r.ews,  haft- 
ened  to  bring  his  nephew  home, 
knowing  that  was  the  place  moft 
likely  to  footh  his  forrow,  and  re- 
cruit his  ftrength  :  He  could  $ot 


; 

be  fuppofed  to  regret  his  brother, 
as  one  who  had  endeared  himfel: 
by  virtuous  deeds  and  friendly  in 
tercourfe ;  the  forrow  for  fuch  a 
youth  as  George,  mull  be  tran- 
fitory,  for  he  was  dead  to  his  fa- 
mily, even  while  he  lived,  and 
they  had  only  to  regret,  that 
longer  time  was  not  allowed  him 
for  repentance. 

In  a  few  months,  Harry  re- 
turned to  college,  where  his  uncle? 
wifhed  him  to  remain  fomewhat 
longer,  in  a  fociety  fo  honourable, 
to  encreafe  the  number  of  his 
friends,  and  enlarge  %the  circle  of 
his  acquaintance.  'To  improve 

him 


him, it  -was  titedlefs  ;  he  was  $ 
'brilliant  fcholar,  and  in  the  ful" 
left  and  beft  fenfe  of  the  word,  a 
gentleman,  of  ftri£l  integrity  and 
poliiTied  manners  ;  in  a  word,  he 
was  a  good  ChrifHan.  Adored 
by  his  relations,  refpqfted  by  hi$ 
domeftics,  and  Truly  valued  by 
his  friends,  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
one,  he  took  poffeflion  of  a  fplen- 
dideflate.  After  this,  his  firft 
care  was  to  feek  the  retreat  of  his 
father,  whom  he  fucceeded  in 
perfuading  to  return  to  England 
with  him,  and  had  the  fatisfaffion  ' 
to  fmooth,  and  foften  the  re- 
painderofa  life,  endangered  by 


the  profligacy  of  his  brother,, 
On  his  return,  he  was  bleft  with 
the  hand  of  the  beautiful  and 
amiable  Mifs  Fairfax  ;  that  he 
had  long  ppffefled  her  heart  will 
be  guefled  ;  indeed  the  ftrongelt 
affection,  founded  on  mutual 
efteem,  hadlongfubfifled  between 
them. 

"  What  istha  v/oHd  to  fnch, 
Its  pomp,  its  pleafures,  and  its  nonfenfeall  I 
Who  in  each  other clafp  whatever  fair 
High  fancy  forms,  and  livifh  hearts  can  with  5 
Something  than  beauty  dearer,  fhouli  they  look 
Qr  on  the  mind,  or  xntnd  iUumin'd  face  ; 
T^ruth,  goodnefs,  Itonour,  liarmony,  anc  b 
'fie  richcft  bounty  of  approving  Leaven," 


. 


